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On ajc-com/travel: Read "Budget Traveler" Clara Bosonetto Maerz's columns every day.

Follow in the footsteps of Truman, JFK
on the quiet shores of Little Palm Island

Photos bv STEVE FAOGERTY/ Soec )

The palm'thatched bunga ows of Lit t le Palm ls and in the Flor da
Keys offer luxurious getaways that seem far from "civr l izat lonl

ayANNE Z. COOKE
and STEVE HAGGERTY
For the Journal-Constitution

I ne l)U tal l  eoco
nut palms swaying in the
breeze are from Jamaica. The
thatch-roofed guest buDga-
lows on stilts ale pure South
Pacific, although the palln
fronds were hand-wover by
weavers from Costa Ricd and
Nicaragua,

The wicker chairs were
made in Guatelnaia and
the haDd-glazed bathroom
tiLes are l\{exican. Even the
ls1and's telephoire booth is a

poseur. Sixty years ago, the
painted gray shack was the
outhouse where former P!es-
iderl Harry Truman weighed
matters of state during
annualfrshingvacations.

In fact, things are selCcm
as they seem on Little Palnl
lsland resort in the Floridil
Keys. For a mere 5l l2-acre
bit of limestone, Little Palm
lsland has demonstrated :l
magneiic appeal that dates
back to the days when lish-
ermer l i rst noticed that the
island sta_vs l0 degrees cooler
than the rnainland.

Today its major attracr-

tion is a luxury hideaway Ior
just 60 people who want to
get awal' - really get awty
from iheh pressure-cooker
l ives.

Luxury is key
Ljtt le Palm's l4 bunga

lows, divided into 28 one
bedrooDr suites, dre arranqed
viilirge style on the island,
shaded by palm lionds ancl
garlanded by lush lantisc.rp-
ing. Most look out on the
Atlait ic 0cean; others l) .Lvc
views oi l'lewlbund llarbor.

>P ease see lSrAND, L4

TIEEtr
A'fort ' that 's
like a resort
l f  F lo r ida  is  on  your
mind these days. the
fun , l r iend ly  c i ty  o f  For t
Lauderdale should be
in your travel plans. L3

An egret surveys the scene
at Little Tcrrch Key near Litt e
Pa m ls and. L t t le Palrn h:s al l
the charm of the tropic5 bu'r l
coo er than the ma nland
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