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faultless organization, Gray Linet
planningwas liberating. We toured
museurns, gawked at the lush flowers
and wheelbarrow-size cabbages
grown under the midnight sun, and
visited a recrcaedAthabascan vil-
lage. The glacier discovery cruise in
Prince William Sound was a high-
lighr

Boa.rding Holla,nd America's
Dome Car in Anchorage, we watched
the landscape roll by while waitresses
took drink orders and served dinner.
The Denali sightseeing flight tour, on
a clear, sunny day, was a knockou;
with close views of 20,320-foot
Mount Mcl(nley's immense glaciers
and knife-edge ridges.

'This is the workhorse ofAlaska,"
said pilot Kevin Colson, patting the
Cessna 207s fuselage. "The safest
plane there is. I've hauled sled dogs
ard school kids, even had a baby born.
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includes mountain goats.

But this isnt Disneyland,'he noted,
pointing out the emergency fla,res, a
shotgun and food for six. Then, slight-
ly sobered, we were up and away.

Iater, on the bus trip into the
national par\ the driver pointed out
two wolves, herds ofmountain sheep
and a grizdybear wading in a creek

Bytle thirtl day we were in the

zone: Rr.fting, hiking and tourint
until rnidafternoon, followed by city
*alks and leisurely dinners. In Fair-
banl<s, a fiiend tnok us to Chena Hot
Springs, a pioneer-era log lodge and
spawith cabins. Driving bach w€
spotted a half-dozen moose in a bog.
In Nome (Gray Line booked the
flight), we visited a sled dog kennel
and panned for gold. In Seward, we
cruised into Resurrection Bay to se€
whales and otters, spotting pufrns
alongthe way.

Was our Gray line adventurc a
success? Ofcourse. We met a lot of
people and covered a lot ofground.
The buses were comfortable, and our
names were on every resenrations list.
Gray Line's hotels were big and a bit
irnpersonal, but they are attractive'
squealq dean and up-to-date.

We sawAlaskathe easy way - by
bus.
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Whenyougo
Glttlngthrrr
Flyto Anchorage, where most bus

, trips begin. To add extra days in
Anchorage, stay at the Anchorage
Hotel (33O E St.; 1-8OO-544-O988)
or at the Anchorage Hilton (5OO W.
Third Ave.; l-8OO-445-8667).
Wharr to a.t
I Glacier Brewhouse, Fitth and H.
Steaks, pasta. salmon and salads.
! Downtown Deli, 525 W. Fourth.
Man-size breakfasts, home-cooked
lunches and danner
Booklng ! butttlP
Gray Line operates from Mayto
Seotember. when roads are
snow-free, taking indePendent
travelers on allof its regular routes,
and booking hotels, meals and
excursions as requested. Contact:
1-gg8-452-1737 ol
1-800-544-2206:
www.graylinealaska.com.
Rctculnt yout vacltlon
It haoDens. Hotels burn down,
ships run aground, and travelplans
getcanceled. Don't Panic, give uP
vacation weeks or rip uPthose
nonrefu ndable tickets until you've
checked out alternatives.

I  Contact the Chamber of
Commerce or the Convention and
Visitors'Bureau at your Planneo
destination. These and similar
agencies maintain l ists of hotels

and restaurants, aswell  as
information on regional
sightseeing,shoPPing and
entertainment.
I  Aska travelagent. These
professionals have lists of hotels,
resorts, tour outf itters and
transportat ion providers. With a

few telephone calls, theY usuallY
can come up with things to do and
places to stay.
I Check your destination's website.
Most states, towns, resorts, hotels
and outfittersoffer travel
information, maps and suggested
sightseeing.
I Call  your air l ine. Some sel l
vacation packages, a service
created to help sel l  air t ickets. They
reserve blocks ofhotelrooms and

can provide sPace on short notice.
! Beflexibleabout lodging. l f
hotels and resortsaresold out,
local inns, guesthouses and B&Bs
are likely to have space.


