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Montana getaway: Roughing it in style
GREENOUGH, Mont. – From where I sat, on a log in front of a crackling campfire near Bull Creek, deep in the heart of Montana’s Lolo
National Forest, all the world seemed wilderness.

ANNE Z. COOKE; THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS
Published: 06/05/11 12:05 am | Updated: 06/05/11 7:10 am

GREENOUGH, Mont. – From where I sat, on a log in front of a
crackling campfire near Bull Creek, deep in the heart of Montana’s Lolo National Forest, all the world
seemed wilderness.

Above us, the night sky was alight with stars. Beneath our feet, the piney scent of freshly scuffed earth
summoned a long-forgotten memory, an echo from ancient days when primitive people gathered
together after dark, not in front of a television but around a communal campfire.

Under any other circumstances, you’d have thought that the nine of us, a group of sometime-
adventurers from California, New Jersey and Texas, were roughing it. But this was the Encampment at
Bull Creek, the luxury tent camp run by the Resort at Paws Up, a guest ranch and resort 30 miles east
of Missoula. Accessible only by horseback, the Encampment was a new concept, the kind I could get
used to.

For most of my life, camping has meant getting down and dirty, usually on a budget. We’ve pitched
tents in Colorado rainstorms, canoed across choppy Minnesota lakes and battled Canadian
mosquitoes. We’ve subsisted on raisins and freeze-dried dinners and scoured pots by lamplight. But
camping at Bull Creek is as organized as a Victorian tea party.

“You’re going to love it,” said Tira Beary, at Paws Up’s main lodge, as she checked our family in to a
three-bedroom cabin, our base camp. “Camping’s twice as fun when you don’t have to do any of the
work.”

The next day dawned bright and clear. Hastily exchanging names with the four other guests on the ride,
we piled into a shuttle van for the 27-mile drive to the horse corral and trailhead. We mounted our
horses while wranglers Tyler Beach and Mike Billingsley rushed horse to horse, tightening cinches and
adjusting stirrups.

The horses, accustomed to the 12-mile walk on a trail that crossed three mountain ridges and four
rushing streams, patiently fell into line behind Beach. Wiggling until I located my saddle’s sweet spot, I
found myself near the rear in front of Billingsley.

The seven-hour ride wound through the shade of old forests, crossed burned-out moonscapes (scenes
of the previous year’s forest fires), climbed alpine valleys and ascended rocky canyons. In
midafternoon, we reached the Monture River, following it into camp.

At first glance, the Encampment at Bull Creek, accessible only by foot or on horseback, reminded me of
the photos taken of 19th-century mining camps. Wet socks and towels hung on poles, storage
containers stood next to the cook tent, and a pile of firewood lay in the dirt.

Ten tents were pitched along the creek, five of them for guests. The cook tent stood in the middle,
heated by an old-timey wood stove. Long counters held crates of groceries and three propane stoves
next to boxes, pots, frying pans and utensils stacked on two rows of shelves. A slab of wood served as
lunch and dinner table.

Two nice outdoor showers near the creek delivered enough hot water for a short but decent scrub,
while the privy, with two canvas-shielded stalls, stood 100 feet away at the end of a narrow path.

Camp living is lovely when you don’t have chores. We petted the horses, practiced fly-casting in the
meadow, read a book in the shade, and hiked up the hillside. At mealtimes, we hung out in the cook
tent, laughing as the wranglers ribbed the cook, and one another.

On our second day in the Encampment, Davey organized a horseback ride to Dead Horse Lake. We –
most of us, anyway – kept our nerve as the trail navigated 50-degree slopes, teetered on cliff edges,
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jounced over rocks and roots, and crossed a melting snowbank suspended over a rushing river.

Our last campfire came and went too soon. Meanwhile, the rest of our family had relaxed at Paws Up,
enjoying the patio barbecues, al fresco spa treatments, bike rides and kayaking on the Blackfoot River.

IF YOU GO

Getting there: The Resort at Paws Up is 30 miles east of Missoula, Mont. The ranch is open year-round
on 37,000 acres, at 3,700 feet elevation, with 12 miles of Blackfoot River frontage. Contact: 800-473-
0601; www.pawsup.com.

What to do: Warm-weather activities include riding lessons, trail rides, river rafting and tubing, spa
treatments, hot-air ballooning, rappeling, fly-fishing, kids’ camp, country-clay shooting and backcountry
camping. The Encampment at Bull Creek, one of the most popular outings, is $800 per person per
night for three days and two nights. It’s available May to October.

At the ranch, cost: On-ranch lodging for 170 guests ranges from luxury log homes to meadow homes
and in three luxury tent cities. Prices for two-bedroom homes start at $1,176 per night and include
three full meals daily, airport pickup, 24-hour bell staff, an on-property electric cart and other amenities.
Add $75 for each child 11 and younger

s i m i l a r  s t o r i e s :
Drive-to campground makes it easy to see formidable Hells Canyon
Connect with nature on Arizona trail
Craters, City of Rocks make good early backpack trips
Climb, hike, fish, camp in these patriotic locales for the Fourth of July
McWhorter family prepares to put its Rattlesnake Mountain legacy up for sale

JOIN THE DISCUSSION | Register here

We welcome comments. Please keep them civil, short and to the point. ALL CAPS, spam, obscene,
profane, abusive and off topic comments will be deleted. Repeat offenders will be blocked. Thanks for
taking part — and abiding by these simple rules. A thorough explanation of rules of conduct can be
found in our Terms of Service. If you have any questions, including why your comment may not be
showing immediately after you submit it, be sure to visit the commenting FAQ.
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We love to travel to Helena Montana. We always stay at the Red
Lion Colonial Hotel because it is close to many attractions such as the Holter
museum, the Cathedral of St. Helena, and the airport. This is a nice hotel
where the entire family can go and they welcome pets.  To get the best deal for our trip accommodations
from http://www.prontohotel.com/usa...
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