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Talk about a once-in-a-lifetime experience! We were
traveling through Great Falls, Montana last week and
just happened to arrive while the mighty Missouri River,
swollen by rain and melting snow, was roaring through
the top of Ryan Dam as if that steel and concrete
structure was no more than a sieve in a sandbox.

"That water is unbelievable," said amateur historian Bill
Marsik, guiding our motorized river trip through the
river's famed "White Cliffs" area in the Upper Missouri
Breaks National Monument, 60-odd miles northeast of
Great Falls. "You really have no idea how lucky you are
to see the falls the way they looked before the dams were
built," he told us. "I never have, and probably never will
again. This is what Lewis & Clark might have seen when

they came around the corner and discovered that they had to portage the boats and all their supplies
overland for 18 miles." He pointed to the digital readout on the depth sounder, watching it swing slowly
between ten and 18 feet. "In a normal year we'd get three, four, maybe five feet here," he said, shaking his
head. "This is monumental."

MOST POPULAR ON HUFFPOST 1 of 2

FOLLOW US

Casey Anthony Verdict:
Jury Finds Florida Mom
Not Guilty Of Murder 

 
PHOTOS: See Who Made
The Guest List For Will &
Kate's L.A. Fete 

 

TRAVEL WORLD AIRLINES RELIGION

 

Electric Daisy
Carnival Hits

Jackpot in Vegas

Frozen in Time:
Chernobyl -- 25

Years Later

Yes We Cannes!
The Newbie's

Guide to Cannes

Alanya: St
Tropez of Turkey

 

News Web

Nancy Grace Rails Against Casey
Anthony Verdict

  
More On HuffPost: Obama On
Debt Ceiling... Casey Anthony

Trial... Share The Pain:
Pathetic...

David Brooks: GOP 'May No
Longer Be A Normal Party'

Posted: 06/30/11 01:00 PM ET

SHARE THIS STORY

Like You like Thundering
Cataract Scares,

  

Submit this story

Get HuffPost's Daily Brief

 Sign Up

PHOTO GALLERIES

Recommend 26K

Like 61

CONNECT    

FRONT
PAGE

POLITICSBUSINESSENTERTAINMENTMEDIA TECH COMEDYSTYLE WORLD FOOD HEALTHY
LIVING

IMPACT MORE LOCAL

ConfirmLike

Like 354K

BIG NEWS:  Unemployment  Environment  Architecture  Movies  Parliament Curb Your Enthusiasm  MoreLog in

http://huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke
http://huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/becomeFan.php?of=hp_blogger_Anne Z. Cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/becomeFan.php?of=hp_blogger_Anne Z. Cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/index.php?author=anne-z-cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/index.php?author=anne-z-cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/anne-z-cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/great-falls-montana
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/misouri-river-breaks-national-monument
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/missouri-river-flooding-2011
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/missouri-river-flooding-2011
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/missouri-river-floods
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/montana-tourism
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/russell-country-montana
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/ryan-dam-montana
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tamie-adaya/edc-vegas-15-years-in-the_b_887117.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/patrick-mcginnis/frozen-in-time-chernobyl-_b_885558.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/caroline-tseng/yes-we-cannes-the-newbies_b_888245.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-powell/alanya-st-tropez-of-turke_b_889569.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/casey-anthony-trial-verdict_n_890173.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/casey-anthony-trial-verdict_n_890173.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/casey-anthony-trial-verdict_n_890173.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/casey-anthony-trial-verdict_n_890173.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/william-kate-bafta-brits-to-watch_n_890192.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/william-kate-bafta-brits-to-watch_n_890192.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/william-kate-bafta-brits-to-watch_n_890192.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/william-kate-bafta-brits-to-watch_n_890192.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://travel.aol.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/world/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/airlines/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/religion/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3b3c/0/0/%2a/u;44306;0-0;0;50626377;25461-938/200;0/0/0;u=938x200|bpage,blog|curtain|anne-z-cooke,great-falls-montana,misouri-river-breaks-national-monument,missouri-river-flooding-2011,missouri-river-floods,montana-tourism,russell-country-montana,ryan-dam-montana|||D|885306|||;~okv=;featured-posts=1;travel=1;;blogger=anne-z-cooke;entry_id=885306;anne-z-cooke=1;great-falls-montana=1;misouri-river-breaks-national-monument=1;missouri-river-flooding-2011=1;missouri-river-floods=1;montana-tourism=1;russell-country-montana=1;ryan-dam-montana=1;global=1;cap_12=n;qcs=D;;plat=win;br=ie;bv=9;subbv=0;load_mode=inline;page_type=bpage;page_type=blog;pos=curtain;social=pepsi_test;dcopt=ist;u=938x200|bpage,blog|curtain|anne-z-cooke,great-falls-montana,misouri-river-breaks-national-monument,missour;~aopt=2/1/58/1;~sscs=%3f
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tamie-adaya/edc-vegas-15-years-in-the_b_887117.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tamie-adaya/edc-vegas-15-years-in-the_b_887117.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tamie-adaya/edc-vegas-15-years-in-the_b_887117.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tamie-adaya/edc-vegas-15-years-in-the_b_887117.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/patrick-mcginnis/frozen-in-time-chernobyl-_b_885558.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/patrick-mcginnis/frozen-in-time-chernobyl-_b_885558.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/patrick-mcginnis/frozen-in-time-chernobyl-_b_885558.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/patrick-mcginnis/frozen-in-time-chernobyl-_b_885558.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/caroline-tseng/yes-we-cannes-the-newbies_b_888245.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/caroline-tseng/yes-we-cannes-the-newbies_b_888245.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/caroline-tseng/yes-we-cannes-the-newbies_b_888245.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/caroline-tseng/yes-we-cannes-the-newbies_b_888245.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-powell/alanya-st-tropez-of-turke_b_889569.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-powell/alanya-st-tropez-of-turke_b_889569.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-powell/alanya-st-tropez-of-turke_b_889569.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/casey-anthony-verdict-nan_n_890562.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/casey-anthony-verdict-nan_n_890562.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/casey-anthony-verdict-nan_n_890562.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/david-brooks-republican-party-debt-ceiling_n_890738.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/david-brooks-republican-party-debt-ceiling_n_890738.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/05/david-brooks-republican-party-debt-ceiling_n_890738.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke/missouri-river-cataract_b_885306.html?view=print
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke/missouri-river-cataract_b_885306.html?view=print
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fanne-z-cooke%2Fmissouri-river-cataract_b_885306.html&title=anne-z-cooke: Thundering+Cataract+Scares%2C+Wows+Visitors+to+Great+Falls%2C+Montana
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fanne-z-cooke%2Fmissouri-river-cataract_b_885306.html&title=anne-z-cooke: Thundering+Cataract+Scares%2C+Wows+Visitors+to+Great+Falls%2C+Montana
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/slidepollajax
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/huffingtonpost-android-ap.html
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/19143
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/subscription/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/syndication/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/join.html?autojoin=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/join.html?autojoin=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/join.html?autojoin=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/join.html?autojoin=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tech/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/style/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/world/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/food/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/healthy-living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/healthy-living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/impact/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/local/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/#travel
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/unemployment
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/environment
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/architecture
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/movies
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-parliament
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/curb-your-enthusiasm
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/#travel
javascript:void(0);


Anne Z. Cooke: Thundering Cataract Scares, Wows Visitors to Great Falls, Montana

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke/missouri-river-cataract_b_885306.html[7/5/2011 8:49:09 PM]

Yep, that was it, in the video above (kudos, Andrea, for your fab Kodak mini-camera gift). That's what we
saw when we drove to Ryan Dam, walked across the swinging bridge to the island in the river and
climbed up to the viewpoint opposite the falls. If you're in there in the next few weeks, check it out. With
the heaviest winter snowfall in recent years, a cold spring, buckets of rain and a sudden late snow-melt,
experts predict that Missouri River levels will continue to rise from the Great Falls eastward. To join Bill
Marsik for a White Cliffs tour, look for his website at www.missouribreaksriverco.com. The one-day tour
isn't cheap (motorboats chug-a-lug gas by the gallon) but you'll never forget it.
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