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LONNIEBALL
Montana’s Big Sky Resort has first-rate conditions from January on, with regular top-ups lasting through April. What's missing at this unspoiled resort? Just the crowds and lift lines.

Tust add snow

Hitting the slopes is more fun when you time your visit for prime conditions.

< Although Utah's Snowbird and Alta (pictured)
boast plenty of expert terrain, recreational skiers
shouldn't be afraid to tackle the resorts. Snowbird
averages 500 inches of snow annually and regularly
opens from mid-November to Memorial Day.

By ANNE Z COOKE » Special to the Star Tribune

s the hours pass and the wine be-

gins to flow, the talk turns to snow,

a skier’s only essential element. We

can manage without the usual resort

conveniences: on-mountain restau-
rants, trail maps, maybe even the chairlifts. But
without snow, preferably fresh powder, we'd be
nowhere.

George, our waiter tonight and a ski bum by
day, cocks an ear. There’s no such thing as bad
snow, he tells our table, If it's on the slopes, he's
there, skiing everything from packed powder and

work at a ski mountain, patrolling the snow by day
or grooming the slopes by moonlight, reading the
signs becomes second nature.

But the average recreational skier has to pick a
date and takes his or her chances. If you have just
a few days to ski — a week or a couple of week-
ends — why not pick the resort most likely to have
first-rate snow?

Snow conditions depend on a variety of factors:
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“Never had a bad day in 25 years, and I've skied climate features such as lakes, parallel ranges and

j » i : i ightti d storm patterns come in-
just about every place you can name,” he says, clearing the plates at the Lynn Britt Cab- deserts. As spring approaches, nighttime temperatures and
in, on the slopes at Snowmass Resort in central Colorado. He brushes away the crumbs 10 play. Get to know the skinny, then plan ahead so the snow is there when you are, Or
with a flourish. “I guess I'm just lucky.” choose one of these six resorts known for predictably fine snow.

Now, if George has been cruising America’s ski trails for that many winters and at
that many ski resorts, he's probably developed an intuitive sense of snow. Whenyou i resorts continues on G6 >
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