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CORAL KINGDOM:
Notes from this
outpost in the
carefree South Pacific

BY ANNE Z. COOKE
AND STEVE HAGGERTY
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

QUALITO ISLAND, FlJI- We were
dozing on the sand at the
edge of the bluest lagoon I'd
ever seen when suddenly I
remembered. The snorkel
trip. Grabbing our masks we
rushed to the dive shack,
catching the skiff as it was
pulling out for the ride to the
far side of the lagoon.

“You can’t go home until
you’ve seen the Malolo Bar-
rier Reef]’ said Kima Tagitagi-
valu, dive guide at Castaway,
a family-friendly resort on
Fiji’s northwest coast. He
checked off our names and
handed us our swim fins. “A
few years ago the district
chief, Ratu (Chief) Seva Va-
tunitu, made it taboo for fish-
ing and collecting. The people
- even the fishermen — re-
spect that decision and the
fish have come back”

Being there, in the Ma-
manuca Archipelago, was
kismet. If a last-minute sched-
ule change hadn’t delayed
our flight back to Los Ange-
les, we would never have
washed up on Castaway at
all. But as often happens here
in the carefree South Pacific,
changes can be lucky. We
could have booked an airport
hotel in Nadi (NAN-dee), on
Viti Levu, the main island. Or
found a room at one of the
Coral Coast’s tourist hotels.
Instead, we emailed a friend
at home, an indefatigable Fiji
booster, for advice.

“Go to Castaway on the
ferry route, about 14 miles off-
shore;” she answered. “Lots
of sun, a gorgeous beach,
starry nights. Great food and
secluded. An ideal place to
relax and catch up before
heading home. Leave by mid-
afternoon and you’ll be back
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at the airport with time to
spare.”

With mask and fins in
hand we grabbed a seat and
the skiff headed for deep wa-
ter, speeding up until the
prow bounced over the
waves. I had just gotten a
good grip on the gunwales
when the boat slowed over
the reef. Peering down
through the glass-clear water,
Tagitagivalu found a sandy
patch and dropped the an-
chor. He checked his watch.
“We’ve got an hour before the
tide turns,” he said, counting
heads as we splashed off the
stern ladder.

Turning over, 1 looked
down, and said (silently, into
my snorkel), “Wow!” We’ve
seen some pretty special coral
over the years. But the Ma-
lolo Reef, 75 feet high over
the ocean floor, was more
fantastic than any animated
film. Below me, thousands of
hard and soft corals of every
shape and color crowded to-
gether, swaying gently with
the tide. Here was a ribbon of
pinks, blood red and soft
purple; there a swirl of elec-
tric green, custard yellow
branches and chocolate
brown leaves. For an hour we
floated to and fro, enchanted,
until Tagitagivalu touched my
shoulder and broke the spell.
With the tide turning and the
waves breaking, we hurriedly
swam back to the boat.

Castaway is hard to forget.
But truth to tell, it’s just one of
many resorts in the Mamanu-
ca Group, each with its own
style. If you visit here you’ll
have to pick one, since they’re
really the only lodging option.
The lagoons are a perfect ten
and so is the sand, burnished
over millennia to tiny golden

See F1J1, Page E5

Babysitting and nannies:
, Fijians like children. As a
. result, most resorts have

experienced nannies on staff

and offer free and/or affordable
rates ($2-$5 per hour) for baby and toddler care.
For children 5 and older, kids' clubs and guided camp
activities are generally free.
Tours and trips: Outfitters and guided tours
are a big business. Ask at the hotel concierge
for suggestions and recommendations. Most
include hotel pickup and delivery. Car rentals are
also available - driving is easy (if you can manage
left-side driving). Taxis are numerous and drivers
are helpful; settle on the destination and price in

advance.

RESORT AND CONTACTS
Castaway Resort, on Qalito Island west of

Nadi: castawayfiji.com

Tokoriki Island Resort, north Mamanuca Group:

tokoriki.com

Outrigger On The Lagoon, Coral Coast, on Viti

Levu: outriggerfiji.com

Fiji Tourist Office: tourismfiji.com

GETTING THERE

Air Pacific flies 10-hour nonstops from Los Angeles
to Nadi. The plane crosses the international date
line, so the calendar date on arrival is one day later.
The return flight gains a day, arriving the day it left.
Quantas and American also fly from Honolulu, with

one stop.
GUIDEBOOKS

“Frommer’s South Pacific,” by Bill Goodwin,

is abbreviated but informative; check it out at the
library and read it before going.

“Moon Fiji Guide, Avalon Press,” by David
Stanley. A keeper to take with you. Packed with
personal information, background reading, maps,
tips, lodging reviews, a brief history and the cultural

back story.

“Lonely Planet Fiji Guide,” co-written. Has color
photos and more emphasis on budget travel.
Compare with the Moon Guide for your preferred

style and content.
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AROUND THE WORLD

Karla and Bob Garrison of Bonney Lake hold the Oct. 23,
2011, edition of The News Tribune during a November trip
to Casablanca, Morocco. They had crossed the Atlantic
Ocean on a cruise to Africa, then moved on to Spain, Italy,
Portugal and back to the Bahamas.

To submit your photo for this feature, go to wwwb.
thenewstribune.com/gmaps/world/index.php.

FICTION
“Death Comes to Pemberley”

mystery.
“Believing the Lie”

Fairclough family.
“The Sense of an Ending”

“The Marriage Plot”

Ivy League graduates.
“The Jaguar”

exploits.

NONFICTION
“Steve Jobs”

“Killing Lincoln”

assassination.
“Thinking Fast and Slow”

“Elizabeth the Queen”

“The Obamas”

adapt to Washington.

LOS ANGELES TIMES BEST SELLERS

By P.D. James (Knopf: $25.95) The characters of “Pride
and Prejudice” are drawn into a tale of murder and

By Elizabeth George (Dutton: $28.95) A mysterious
death by drowning reveals secrets and lies in the wealthy

By Julian Barnes (Knopf: $23.95) A middle-aged retiree
reevaluates his mediocre existence.

By Jeffrey Eugenides (FSG: $28) A love triangle among

By T. Jefferson Parker (Dutton: $26.95) A drug lord
kidnaps a songwriter, forcing her to write a ballad of his

By Walter Isaacson (S&S: $35) A portrait of the late
Apple visionary as revealed by those in his inner circle.

By Bill O'Reilly and Martin Dugard (Holt: $28) The
dramatic events in spring 1865 leading to the Lincoln

By Daniel Kahneman (Farrar, Straus & Giroux: $30)
Trusting our intuition in business and personal decisions.

By Sally Bedell Smith (Random House: $30) New
interviews with the Queen’s relatives and friends uncover
hidden layers of the monarch.

By Jodi Kantor (Little, Brown: $29.99) A look at the first
couple’s arrival in the White House and their struggles to

FUI
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specks. But only at a resort
will you find shade, fresh wa-
ter, food and dare I say it,
souvenirs. Even native vil-
lages are few and far be-
tween, and the smallest is-
lands — like the rocky islet
where actor Tom Hanks
filmed “Castaway” — are un-
inhabitable.

Take Tokoriki Resort, on
hilly Tokoriki Island. A sto-
ried retreat favored by cou-
ples, Tokoriki’s deep well is
what fills the water tanks for
cooking, washing, topping
up the infinity swimming
pool, watering the garden
and supplying the bathrooms
in the resort’s 34 luxurious
thatched bures (BOOR-rays,
cottages). Waiters serve chef-
prepared cuisine in the airy
dining room and guides or-
ganize snorkel trips from the
lounge. As the sun dips to-
ward the western horizon,
the guests enjoy the spectacle
from deck chairs beside the
pool. For us, it was paradise.

Even better were the re-
sort’s half-dozen in-resident
“elders;” experts in Fijian lore
and traditions. If you want to
know the back story and
why, ask them about village
life, or join in as they pass a
bowl of kava, strum a guitar
and reminisce. The weekly
“Lovo Feast” was also the
real deal. As the guests gath-
ered to watch, the kitchen
staff shoved hot rocks into an
earthen pit. These were lay-
ered with banana and palm
leaves, topped with bundles
of securely wrapped chicken,
pork, taro and yams, and
smothered in dirt. By twi-
light, dinner was ready.

“The lovo is more than a
meal,” said Penkioni Sale, on
hand to supervise. “A family
feast like this, still held in the
villages, brings all the cousins
and aunts together and re-
minds us of our common
heritage”

The Mamanucas are post-
er-perfect. But the main is-
land, Viti Levu, is the cul-
tural and commercial heart
of Fiji. Here we checked into
the Outrigger Hotel On The
Lagoon, on the Coral Coast,
our base for exploring. Told
that Fijian choirs excel and
anxious to hear them, we de-
cided to attend a Sunday ser-
vice at a tiny Methodist
church. The 12-person choir,
mostly elderly, looked tired
and wan. And when they
sang the hymns, each from
memory, a cappella, in har-
mony, and with perfect pitch,
they raised the rafters. As the

45 people - sat cross-legged
on the floor awaiting our ar-
rival. The ensuing kava cer-
emony, with coconut shell
cups and ritual clapping end-
ed and was followed by a
lunch served on palm
fronds.

As the women cleared
away the plates, we stood up
toleave. But things were just
heating up. The men began
to sing, and soon one man,
then two men and then ten
more stood up and asked the
ladies — all of the ladies — to
dance. Soon everyone was
up, arms clutching waists,
doing the Fijian two-step.
Yes, these tours are pre-
planned and the villages earn
money for hosting guests.
But when Fijians welcome
you, believe me, no matter

how it happens, it’s genu-
ine.

Typically Fijian, the Out-
rigger is set among lush gar-
dens, with ferns, flowers and
shade trees. Geared toward
families, the layout includes
a huge swimming pool, large
dining room and a staff of
soft-spoken ever-smiling
nannies, waiters, bus boys
and maids. The Outrigger is
on the shore, as advertised.
But this particular lagoon is
so large and flat that even at
high tide the water is too
shallow even for dipping.
The lovely view from the
bungalows compensates.

We shopped in town, tast-
ed odd fruits in the open-air
market, signed up for a mas-
sage in the Outrigger’s hilltop
spa and dozed by the pool.
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*Living Will (Terminal Condition) . .

*Price Reduced
To $49 with
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AVOID PROBATE
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All Prices Subject to 8.5% Surcharge

We The People, ps. Law office ¢ sihiy

ERNEST B. CHAPPEL 253.588.8811
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Attorney at Law

What'’s being auctioned off:

consigned! Imagine everything

used on or around a horse it will

Pleasure, Youth, Pony). Over 100

Don’t miss it! February 3rd!

Over $100,000 in merchandise already
you would find in a tack shop. If it'’s

be there. Over 60 Western Saddles
(Roping, Ranch, Barrel, Silver Show,

Bridles, Headstalls & Halters, Breast
Collars, Saddle Bags, Saddle Pads &

253.841.7733

The Outrigger’s lovo feast -
enough to serve a small army,
included traditional dishes
prepared in the kitchen and
served buffet style, in the
dining room. Even the
troupe of Fijian fire walkers,
who put on a ceremonial
performance in the outdoor
amphitheater, were impres-
sive. A doubting Thomas, I
sneaked up front afterward
to see if the rocks really were
hot, and earned a blister for
my trouble.

Most of Fiji went unseen,
including visits to some of
the country’s other islands,
come-hither shapes on the
near horizon. They’re on our
list for next time. Like the
Pied Piper, they, too, beckon
castaways to their shores.

YV,

Sunday, January 29, 2012 « E5

LITERARY CALENDAR
AUTHOR EVENTS

RACHEL BERTSCHE will talk and sign “MWF Seeking BFF,” 7:30-8:45
p.m. Feb. 1, Olympia Timberland Regional Library, 313 Eighth Ave.
S.E., Olympia. Free. 360-352-0595, trl.org.
MEGAN BOSTIC will sign “Never Eighteen,” noon Feb. 4, Fort Lewis PX,
Een(lileton Ave, Fort Lewis. Free, meganbosticbooks.com/html/events.
tml.
LAURIE FRANKEL discusses her latest book, “The Atlas of Love.” 7
p.m. Feb. 9, University Place Pierce County Library, 3609 Market St.,
Suite 100, Tacoma. Free. 253-548-3307, piercecountylibrary.org.
DISTINGUISHED WRITER SERIES with featured reader and open mic, 7-9
p.m. Feb. 10, King’s Books, 218 St. Helens Ave., Tacoma. Free. 253-471-
8804, pugetsoundpoetryconnection.art.officelive.com/default.aspx.

ADULT BOOK CLUBS

PAGETURNERS BOOK DISCUSSION “Fordlandia: The Rise and Fall of
Henry Ford’s Forgotten Jungle City” by Greg Grandin, 1-3 p.m. Feb. 8,
Tumwater Regional Library, 7023 New Market St. S.W., Tumwater.

WRITERS' EVENTS

MYSTERY WRITERS OF AMERICA meet to discuss the latest in the
field of mystery fiction and nonfiction. Topics of conversation include
whose writing, whose publishing, and any changes in the field, 6-8
p.m. second Saturdays through June 9, Duke’s Chowderhouse, 757
South Center Mall, Tukwila. Free. 253-732-6320.

POETRY WRITING WORKSHOP: WRITING DEEPLY 2:30 p.m. Feb. 7,
Franke Tobey Jones, 5340 N. Bristol St., Tacoma. Free.

BOOK EVENTS

BOOK SALE 1-3 p.m. Feb. 3, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Feb. 4, Lacey Timberland Re-
gional Library, 500 College St. S.E., Lacey. 360- 491-3860, laceyfriends.org.
SEARCH FOR MEANING: PACIFIC NORTHWEST SPIRITUALITY BOOK
FESTIVAL 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Feb. 4, Seattle University, 901 12th Ave.,
Seattle. 206-296-6000, seattleu.edu.

WORKSHOPS/CLASSES

E-BOOKS AND E-READERS 4:30-6 p.m. Feb. 7, Sumner Pierce County
Library, 1116 Fryar Ave., Sumner. Free. 253-548-3306, piercecounty

library.org.
YOUTH EVENTS

KIDS’ BOOK CLUB Book discussion, “Mercy Watson to the Rescue”

by Kate DiCamillo featuring games, crafts, food and fun, Grades 1-3,
1-2:30 p.m. Feb. 1, South Hill Pierce County Library, 15420 Meridian
Ave. E., South Hill. Free. 253-548-3303, piercecountylibrary.org.
TWEENS’ BOOK CLUB Book discussion and activity, grades 4 - 6,
“Harris and Me” by Gary Paulsen. Registration required. 4-5 p.m. Feb.
1, South Hill Pierce County Library, 15420 Meridian Ave. E., South Hill.
Free. 253548-3303, piercecountylibrary.org.

STORY TIME Storyteller Andy Guardia presents a variety of stories.
Participants will be allowed to choose one free book, 11 a.m. Satur-
days, Bayside Book Co., 3226 Harborview Drive, Gig Harbor. 253-471-
1020, baysidebookcompany@comcast.net.

STORY TIME WITH THE SOUTH SOUND READING FOUNDATION 10:30
a.m., the first Saturday of each month, Cabela’s second-floor African
diorama, 1600 Gateway Blvd. N.E., Lacey. Stories for ages 4-9 about
wilderness experiences. Cabela’s Deli Restaurant will provide a
treat. Free. 360-412-4499.

DOWNTOWN
LIVING

50 apartments with
luxurious amenities

OPEN DAILY 11-5, SAT/SUN 12-5

New Lower
Rents!

Actively urban, simply home.
1142 Fawcett Ave
Tacoma

253.267.5061
MtLofts.com
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PUBLISH A PERSONAL VALENTINE GREETING AND SURPRISE YOUR
FRIEND, FAMILY MEMBER, SWEETHEART OR SECRET LOVE!

And if words arent enough, choose from a variety of graphics. A post card* will be sent
to your Valentine so they'll know to look for your message in The News Tribune's special
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Classified Valentines section on Valentine's Day, February 14.

Win Prizes for: Most Romantic, Most Original or Most Humorous

Classified bvﬁovcﬂmcg Easy Order Form

$5.97 per line, 3 line minimum. Enhance your ad with box borders,
shading, photos and graphics for an additional charge.
graphics below print larger
B | Love |1 twegou| )7 R @' @' q'q| WP | dustiondone
GRAPHIC 1 GRAPHIC 2 GRAPHIC3 GRAPHIC 4 GRAPHIC 5 GRAPHIC 6 GRAPHIC 7 GRAPHIC8 GRAPHIC9 GRAPHIC 10

$13.09 $20.25 $16.67 $16.67 $20.25 §20.25 $16.67 $20.25 $13.09 §20.25

1.
(Approx. 35 characters per line.)

2
(Approx. 35 characters per line.)

3.
(Approx. 35 characters per line.) $17.91

4.
(Approx. 35 characters per line.) $23.88

If necessary, attach additional copy on a separate piece of paper. Mail so it reaches us no later than
Friday, Feb. 10. All copy subject to approval by this newspaper. Mail coupon and payment to: Classified Valentines,
The News Tribune, P.0. Box 11000, Tacoma WA 98411-0008 (or FAX 253.552.7042).

*A Classified Valentine postcard will be mailed for orders received by Wednesday, Feb. 8.

Name

Address

City

Day Phone Evening Phone

Graphic Number Graphic Cost$ +Ad Line Cost =Total Cost$

Blankets, Bits & Spurs, Misc. Strap

Goods, Buckets, Grooming ltems,

Leads. There is too much to list. Much much more. Lots of Custom
Made Tack and One Of A Kind Items. To be sold to the hights bidder,
piece by piece!

melody soared over the con-
gregation and out the open
windows, people in the lane
stopped to listen.

Was the jet-boat ride on
the Sigatoka River a canned
affair, for tourists? Yes, but
we signed up anyway. Scenic
and fun, it turned memorable
when the boat stopped for a
tour of Tubairata (toom-bye-
RAH-ta), a traditional hill
village. Welcomed by Kini,
the village’s official greeter,
we strolled through the com-
munity followed by a parade
of chattering kids, then head-
ed for the Community Cen-
ter. Here the entire village -

Check attached VISA MasterCard Discover American Express

Credit Card # Exp. Date

Terms of Sale: Cash, all ma]gr Credit SEND CLASSIFIED VALENTINE POSTCARD TO:

Cards, ATM & Debit. Sorry, NO Checks!

Consignments Being Added Daily
This auction includes the entire inventory
of a wholesale saddle distributor that ]
closed after 25 years in business. There is City Stata
an unbelievable amount of new and used
merchandise.

Name

Address

ZIp

Classified Valentines Lovelines contest rules: The Valentines Lovelines contest runs from January 23 to February 10, 2012. By placing your Valentine ad
in The News Tribune by Noon Feb. 10, you are automatically entered in the contest to win a prize. To place your ad, call 253.428.8000 or stop by The News
Tribune office. Winning entries will be selected by a panel of TNT judges on Feb. 17, 2012. The News Tribune will be the sole and final judge on all entries
and rules. Winning entries will be published in The News Tribune on Friday Feb. 24.

We accept new or used equipment for auction. If
you have tuff that you haven’t used in years, this
will be an opportunity to turn it into cash. If you
can bring it, we can sell it.

(541) 787-4116
atthe Buckley Eagles

Preview day of auction at 6:00 pm

29021 HWY 410 E, Buckley, WA | Starting at 7pm | Auctioneer Mike Murphy

1290324V01
1288201V01

Mail in Your Loveline Ad or Call 253.428.8000
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