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'Think again, ski resorts aren’t just
[for winter anymore

SNOWMASS VILLAGE, Colo. — “River rafting? Horseback riding?
At Snowmass?” said Larry behind the counter at the Ski Chalet,
in Los Angeles.

For most people, just hearing a ski resort name — Snowmass,

Steamboat, Copper Mountain, Winter Park, Vail, Taos — is a

vacation turn-off. Winter winds, cold feet, blistering snow ADVERTISEMERT
storms? No way.

“Snowmass? That’s for skiers,” he told me. “Not where I want
to be on my summer vacation.”

I'm a skier, so snow is what comes to my mind, too. But after
last summer, I'll never think of Snowmass the same way.

We floated the idea of a two-family vacation in March, but
procrastinated until June. We were about to give up when
somebody mentioned Snowmass, the resort and the village.

As it happens, most ski resort lodging stands empty in summer. As vacancies grow, so do discounts. And I Like g E = N
sure enough, prices had dropped as much as 50 percent during some off-season weeks. ' wy +
Summer fun in Colorado is a natural. Why? Because ski resorts aren’t in ugly, flat places. Those slopes are R0

located in magnificent mountain settings where there’s more to do in any season than most other places.
River rafting, fly fishing, hiking, music festivals, zip lining, paragliding, jeep trips and golf. And that’s just for
starters.

Newsletters

At Snowmass, the slopes were transformed, grown into grassy, flower-filed meadows. Switzerland, I Tweet £2
thought, without the cowbells.

The Fanny Hill ski run, a giant bunny slope at the resort base village, was half-empty until Saturday’s music
festival, a weekly event drawing huge crowds. The musicians — rock, country and pop bands — performed
on a raised stage; food and drink tents were set up along the perimeter, and everyone sat on blankets
until the stars came out.

On Thursday night, we went to Snowmass Village’s local rodeo, an amateur event, well-attended and
pleasingly abbreviated. Held weekly, it attracts bronc riders, ranch cowboys handy at calf-roping, and barrel
racers (on horseback) from towns throughout the county.

‘Don’t miss ...”

Snowmass is one of my favorites. But it isn’t the only ski resort in Colorado or in the Rocky Mountain states

trying to fill empty rooms in summer.

Did I mention horseback riding, chuckwagon dinners, lake canoeing, river kayaking, rock climbing, campfire Recent Comments

sings, square dancing and overnight trail rides? And when a ski vilage gets into the act, the list grows

longer: art shows, mountain man rendezvous, black powder festivals, Arabian horse shows, Celtic festivals, l Decider The "trends" in the Presbyterian Church

arts and crafts markets. have not been positive either. Since 1967 -- 45
years -- there has been an annual DECLINE in

My “don’t miss” suggestions: Guided fly fishing lessons for the kids, and a half-day river trip. The fishing was membership. Before attending so diligently to a

supposed to be just fun. But our guide Roger Morse, an expert, revealed his secrets. “Watch and T'll neighbor's...

demonstrate, and then you can try it,” he said. Group resigns en masse from Mormon church * 4 minutes ago

Morse cast out the line, set the hook down on a quiet pool next to rushing water (for the fish, more ! Tornogal Good for them for taking this
courageous step! Not only is this newsworthy, it's

oxygen and less effort expended, he explained), and told us to watch the line until it jiggled (which it did
in seconds) — at which point the demonstration turned real. Morse jerked the line to set the hook, then
reeled the fish in. “Easy,” he said. By noon, 12-year-old Dilon landed three good-sized trout (catch and
release) and I lost three hooks, snagged on underwater tree trunks.

GREAT news!
Group resigns en masse from Mormon church * 18 minutes ago

abd Get over it already!! Stop banning everything
and get back to S**T that is important!!

Whlte'kn]-ICkle thI'lllS Davis County cities set fireworks rules * 21 minutes ago

Then came our eight-mile raft trip down the Roaring Fork River. I expected a lazy float with seven other l NoBama2012 Want to fix healthcare????
tourists. Instead, the three-hour paddle on the highest water levels in a decade went from a few splashes, Regulate what each procedure costs so the

to white-knuckle thrills, to scenic pools, and back to the splashes. During slow moments, our guide’s clever Insurance companies don't continue to make trilions of
comedy routine kept us chuckling. A caveat: the kind of ride you’ll get depends on the water level. dollars every quarter!! Obamacare has done nothing
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more than add another...
You'll need to buy a ticket to ride the Elk Camp Gondola; rodeo tickets are $2. A resort concession rents Sarah Palin even misquotes herself - 29 minutes ago
mountain bikes, and a Kids’ Day Camp charges a daily fee.
@ cdc And? This is not even newsworth. It's just
But the free scent of pines, mountain scenery and red-gold sunsets are part of the best vacation you'l stupid.
Group resigns en masse from Mormon church * 48 minutes ago
ever have.
lA_frightened_American 1t's awfully difficult to
take seriously anyone whose name here reflects
some ignorance of the English language.
IFYOU GO "Refudiate????" Interesting. How do you "refudiate"
something?
Sarah Palin even misquotes herself - 56 minutes ago
For more on lodging and recreation:
* WWW.Snowmasstourism.com LateSt BlogS
* WWW.aspensnowmass.com S
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