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Days Inn-Thermopolis, Wyoming
The Thermopolis Days Inn Convention Center in Hot Springs State Park located

in Thermopolis, Wyoming is one of the friendliest hotels in the West. If you feel
welcomed by smiling faces and cheerful greetings this is the hotel for you. Our
employees strive to provide you with courtesy, kindness and service while you are
away from your home.

Rest well in one of our spacious and comfortable rooms, equipped with high-
speed Internet and get in a great workout with our two floors of exercise equipment.
Our hotel also features a racquetball court. Soak in our hot mineral Jacuzzi, fed
from the nearby hot springs, unwind in our steam room and enjoy a professional
massage by out nationally Certified Massage Therapist, Mary Spradley. You will
feel the difference. Our seasonal outdoor freshwater pool gives you space to relax
out under the sun and in the morning, enjoy free continental breakfast. Kids 17
and under stay free with an adult.

The Safari Club Restaurants menu has a variety of entrees ranging from

homemade soups, salads, appetizers, sandwiches, slow roasted Prime Rib, hand
cut steaks, fresh homemade sauces, seafood, buffalo hamburgers and more.
Catch a trout out of the Big Horn River and we’ll cook it for you! Also available is
a children’s menu and wine menu with wines from South Africa. The Safari Club
Lounge offers a variety of beers, draft beers, wines, blended drinks & spirits. For
entertainment there is a free pool table, foosball table & dart machine, a 72 inch
TV, jukebox, dance floor and more. For a quiet atmosphere, enjoy your cocktails
in the balcony area. Along with great spirits, we serve appetizers and sandwiches
during restaurant hours. Pizzas are available during lounge hours.

We invite you to relax in the healing powers of the world’s largest hot mineral
spring piped directly to our spa. Relax, soak and steam in the hot mineral waters,
enjoy a therapeutic massage, play racquetball, exercise, or try our tanning booth.
Making your stay a complete success is our goal.

www.wyhighcountry.com
877-548-2301 or 307-529-0914

The
Northern
Big Horn
Getaway
for fantastic
snowmobiling
and
comfortable
lodging!

You’ve Done the Rest...
Come staY at the Best!

We offer Discounts for your snowmobile Club

Wyoming High Country operates in the Big Horn National Forest under a special
use permit and is an equal opportunity employer.

307-864-3131 www.thermopolisdaysinn.com 1-800-DAYSINN

Hot Water Holiday Package
at the Days Inn in Hot Springs State Park

INCLUDES:
Lodging for two nights, complimentary bottle of champagne, prime rib dinner for two in the
Safari Club Restaurant, complimentary continental breakfast buffet, use of our year around
outdoor hot mineral Jacuzzi pool, kids 17 and under stay FREE in your room. Wyoming
Dinosaur Center discount coupon, two free passes to the Hot Springs County Museum and
free use of our extensive Athletic Club!

TWO - NIGHT PACKAGE

Friday - Saturday
$209.99/ $219.99

Sunday - Thursday
**Valid Sept. 3, 2012 - May 22, 2013

Days Inn Hot Springs Convention Center
THERMOPOLIS, WY

307-864-3131 • 1-800-DAYSINN
thermopolisdaysinn.com

By ANNE Z. COOKE and 
STEVE HAGGERTY

McClatchy-Tribune
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FRASER, Colo. — Colo-
rado, naturally, world fa-
mous for sunny days and 
intermittent dumps of deep 
dry powder.

Which one of the follow-
ing Eight Great Colorado ski 
areas works for you? Read 
on:

Steamboat Resort: 
For every adult who buys a 
multiday lift pass, one child 
under 13 gets the same pass 
free. And they can stay free, 
too, as long as they’re bunk-
ing with you. That means a 
family of four can ski for the 
price of two.

Invite another adult — 
dad or your brother — and 
three kids can ski for free. 
It’s a one-to-one o� er good 
for every run on Steamboat’s 
2,965 acres. 

Then spend the money 
you’ve saved on lessons at 
the resort’s top-rated Kids’ 
Ski School. While the kids 
learn to carve turns, you can 
be skiing that trademarked 
“champagne powder” snow 
yourself. 

www.steamboat.com, 
877-237-2628

Winter Park Resort: If 
you ski just once a year, or 
mostly on long weekends, 
make the most of every pre-
cious hour at Winter Park 
Resort, only 67 miles west 
of Denver. Treat yourself 
to the iconic “Ski Train,” 
departing Union Station at 
7:15 a.m. and delivering you 
to the base of the ski lifts at 
9:30 a.m. Catch the return 
to Denver at 4:15 p.m. For  
Ski Train reservations, call 
303-296-4754.

www.skiwinterpark.com, 
800-979-0322

Snowmass Resort: It’s 
oh-so-luxe to step out your 
door, click into your bind-
ings and glide away to the 
nearest lift line. At Snow-
mass Resort, you’ll be livin’ 
large when you stay in one 
of the resort’s 2,400 rental 
units (with beds for 8,750 
skiers) clustered around the 
two main base villages.

Hotels, inns, condomini-
ums, town homes, Snow-
mass has them all. Two on 
a budget can fi nd a double 
room in a hotel; families and 
friends should check the 
two, three or four-bedroom 
condos and the four-to-fi ve-
bedroom luxury homes.

Sure, you could stay two 
miles away, carry your skis 
to the shuttle bus stop, ride 
to the resort and lug the skis 
uphill to the nearest chair 
lift. But why? Stay on the 
snow and be there to carve 
“fi rst tracks” on Snowmass’ 
four big mountains.

www.aspensnowmass.
com, 877-682-7736

Arapaho Basin: Look-
ing for wild and woolly 
slopes, those deep powder 
glades and 55-degree steeps? 
Go for it at Arapahoe Basin, 
six miles from Keystone 
Resort. Sporting North 
America’s highest marked 
ski trails (the summit is at 

13,050 feet), 63-year-old A-
Basin belongs to the locals, 
powder hounds who’ll tell 
you that skiing isn’t a sport; 
it’s all about being out there, 
getting spiritual in the ele-
ments, pushing your limits.

A-Basin is surprisingly 
small — 900 skiable acres 
straddling the Continental 
Divide — but size doesn’t 
matter to real ski mavericks. 
Neither does the fact that 
there are only two places to 
eat. Lunch on this mountain 
is just an intermission be-
tween downhill runs.

As the website boasts, 
“there’s no lodges, no con-
dos and no hotels” at this ski 
area’s base. Most people stay 
at Keystone Resort; most, in 
fact, ski both resorts on the 
same trip.

www.arapahoebasin.
com, 888-272-7246

Aspen: Tempted by 
bright lights and good eats? 
How about jazz clubs, celeb-

rity bars and inspired cui-
sine? If après-ski nightlife 
puts the wax on your skis, 
chill out at Aspen, where ski 
vacations are multidimen-
sional.

The West’s most iconic 
ski area, Aspen is more than 
a 673-acre mountain where 
half the trails are rated for 
experts and half for inter-
mediates. Aspen is where 
on-mountain dining ca-
ters to the rich and famous, 
and the top-of-the-gondola 
concierge serves hot cider.

The town is a cultural 
Mecca with art galleries, 
one-o�  fashion salons, an-
tique shops, classical mu-
sic venues and hotels like 
the fi ve-star Little Nell, at 
the base of the Silver Queen 
Gondola.

Dine at Montagna in the 
Little Nell, where Chef Ryan 
Hardy makes magic with 
organic, home-grown in-
gredients. Or order Japanese 
fusion entrees at Nobu Mat-
suhisa’s restaurant. Touted 
for this season is Buenos 
Aires Fusion, serving grilled 
meats and seafood.

www.aspensnowmass.
com, 800-525-6200

Keystone Resort: Treat 
yourself to an all-around 
winter vacation at this 
3,148-acre resort, and you 

can do it all. If you’re ath-
letic, cross-country ski 
(or snowshoe) on groomed 
trails through the national 
forest, ice skate, ride a snow 
bike on the slopes or join the 
kids at the tubing hill. Or 
sign up for a snow cat ride 
into the high back coun-
try, take fl y-fi shing lessons 
(trout bite in winter, too) or 
go for a sleigh ride.

If you’d rather stick to 
indoor activities, spend an 
afternoon at the solar-pow-
ered spa at Keystone Lodge, 
where treatments include 
massages, mud wraps, aro-
matherapy, facials and long 
soaks in the sauna or hot 
tub. Or ride up the River Run 
Gondola for lunch and a beer 
at the top. Another option is 
shopping and lunch in River 
Run Village where a dozen 
shops carry winter fashions, 
souvenirs, gifts and sports-
wear.

www.keystoneresort.
com, 800-468-5004

Crested Butte: If you’re 
looking for a natural-born 
high, ski at Crested Butte, 
9,375 feet elevation at the 
base and 12,162 feet at the 
summit. This 1,167-acre 
ski area has been a week-
end destination, crowded 
on Saturdays and Sundays 
and wide open on weekdays. 
With big views, uncrowded 
trails and Colorado’s funki-
est old-time ranch town at 

the base, die-hard skiers feel 
like pigs in clover.

Crested Butte still feels 
that way despite a new resort 
owner and a recent multi-
million-dollar upgrade to 
trails, chair lifts, terrain 
parks, restaurants and base 
area hotels. The mission is to 
keep the resort and the town 
afl oat by providing up-to-
date ski-services and lodg-
ing, and fi lling those empty 
week days with a new kind 
of recreational skier.

One caveat is worth not-
ing: this resort is very high. 
Even the town, where most 
lodging is located, is at or 
above 8,800 feet. If you 
don’t do well in high places, 
Crested Butte may not be 
your best choice.

www.skicb.com, 800-
841-2481

Vail: Cut loose and fl y at 
Vail, the behemoth, the big 
daddy, the largest of Colo-
rado’s ski areas. Spread over 
seven miles of mountains, 
Vail’s 5,289 skiable acres ac-
tually encompass three dis-
tinct areas, the Front Side, 
the Back Bowls, and Blue 
Sky Basin.

Most recreational skiers 
stay on the Front Side, where 
beginner and intermediate 
trails predominate and skier 
services and on-mountain 
restaurants are located at 
regular intervals. Even here, 
the lift lines and many trails 
are rarely crowded.

Even so, good skiers — 
and some confi dent but not 
so skilled skiers — make a 
bee-line for the Back Bowls 
and Blue Sky Basin, where 
on a busy day, each acre av-
erages only four skiers. In 
these secluded back-coun-
try valleys, most trails are 
rated more or most di�  cult, 
with an occasional interme-
diate trail o� ered as a sort of 
lifeline.

If the weather’s good and 
some runs are groomed, test 
your mettle on these slopes. 
Skiing here reminds you 
that the best skiing isn’t re-
ally a social activity but the 
meeting of elemental forc-
es: you and your skis in the 
mountains in winter.

www.vail.snow.com, 
800-404-3535, 970-845-
5745

8 great ski resorts top Colorado’s most wanted

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

Groomed blue runs and sunny skies make great skiing at Keystone Resort in Colorado.

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

Deep powder drifts in a forest 
glade after a snowstorm at 
Aspen Ski Area in Colorado.

If you go
Most Colorado ski resorts start to make snow as soon 

as nighttime temperatures drop below freezing. The resorts 
open by mid-to-late November. Prices for single-day tickets 
are set when the resort opens. Multiday lift ticket prices are 
listed by September.

Lodging packages and discounts are priced lower if pur-
chased before the resort opens. It pays to call early. 


