
EYE-TO-EYE
WITH

WHALES
Small expedition-style
ships get you closer
to Alaska’s wildlife
and dramatic terrain
than the mammoth
cruise liners that sail
the Inside Passage.

A vacation in Argentina,
building homes, friend-
ships. Personal Journey, N3

By Patricia Sheridan
PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE

L UGANO, Switzerland —
The trains run on time,
but the people may not.

That is Lugano.
A cozy town in southern Swit-

zerland, it defies all the stereo-
types of this alpine country.
The flags indicate you are in
the land of fondue and no-non-
sense bankers, but the lan-
guage, the attitude, and the
food all point to the Mediterra-
nean neighbor to the south, Ita-
ly. You speak Italian and pay in
Swiss francs.

Deep, emerald-green Lake
Lugano is the centerpiece of
this Italian-flavored Swiss trea-
sure in the Ticino region, but
it’s not always the focus of ac-
tivity.

So what do you get when you
mix such diametrically op-
posed cultures? Hiking, biking,
sailing, swimming, shopping,
praying, drinking, and, of
course, eating. Lugano is equal-
ly suited to fitness fanatics and
those with an appreciation for
relaxation.

At the end of the day, no mat-
ter how you spent it, a visit to

one of the local grottos for a
bowl of merlot to sip with ei-
ther polenta or risotto and
grilled luganighetta (Lugano
sausage, a specialty of the re-
gion) is perfecto.

Grottos are rustic eateries
tucked in the mountains along
the lake. Grotto Morchino is
just a quick cab ride from

town, while others may re-
quire a boat trip to the fishing
villages of Morcote or Grandia.
Morcote is the more popular of
the two villages. Taxi boats run

See LUGANO on N5

Oceania
Cruises’ new
ships are
“upper
premium”
havens for
food lovers. N3

By Alan J. Heavens
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

H AINES, Alaska — Almost
every click of the TV re-
mote control brings

someone’s perception of Alas-
ka into your living room.

For some, it’s digging for
gold. For others, state troopers
snowmobiling through the win-
ter’s long nights to crime
scenes, or crab fishermen on
stormy seas.

No matter how many times
you click the remote, however,
you’ll never see anything about
Dave Pahl and his hammer col-
lection.

For that experience, you’ll

have to travel by ship north
from Juneau along the Inside
Passage to the upper Lynn Ca-
nal to Haines, population 1,800.

Midway up Main Street, eight
miles from the Alaska Marine
Ferry terminal, stands a 19-foot-
by-8-inch hammer in front of a
white-and-green frame struc-
ture that houses Pahl’s collec-
tion of somewhere between
1,400 and 2,200 ways, as he
puts it, to make an impact.

“I haven’t counted since I
opened, but I’ve been making a
mental note of what I’ve added
and taken away,” said Pahl,
adding that his current renova-

See HAMMER MUSEUM on N4

Taking in the view from the promenade on Lake Lugano in
southern Switzerland. PATRICIA SHERIDAN / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

By Anne Z. Cooke and Steve Haggerty
McCLATCHY-TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

F
REDERICK SOUND, Alaska —
“There’s a whale right here, next
to us!” whispered 15-year-old Will,
leaning over the railing and franti-
cally trying to focus his camera on

the shiny black hump off the port bow.
“And there’s another one, right there!” he
said, pointing at the second giant head
that rose up and tipped sideways, fixing a
round black eye on the ship.

Humpback whales, too many to count,
circled the Sea Bird as the 62-passenger
vessel, a Lindblad Expeditions cruise ship,
idled in Alaska’s Frederick Sound. Like
kids at the circus, afraid of missing some-
thing, Will and his cousin Dagney — my

nephew and niece — dashed back and
forth across the deck, counting the whales.
Gently rippling the water’s glassy surface,
the behemoths rose, blew long, frothy
breaths, and, with a flip of enormous, white-
flecked flukes, dove out of sight.

Warmed by long, sunny days, the Inside
Passage’s krill population explodes in sum-
mer, attracting hundreds of humpbacks,
and in some places, nearly as many cruise
ships. As long as the food lasts, the migrat-
ing whales — which haven’t eaten in five
months — patrol the Sound, following the
food, surfacing, diving, hunting, and eat-
ing nonstop, putting on pounds for the
return swim to Hawaii.

“You don’t have to whisper,” said
See INSIDE PASSAGE on N4

Ketchikan, a major port for mega-cruise liners and smaller expedition-style ships in
southeastern Alaska, welcomes visitors to “The Salmon Capital of the World.”

The Sea Bird, a 62-passenger vessel, sails in Glacier Bay. The expedition-style ship can reach spots along the Inside Passage where large cruise ships can’t venture. STEVE HAGGERTY / ColorWorld

Museum houses tools
that can make an impact

Dave Pahl, founder of
the hammer museum
in Haines, Alaska. Many
are from “people leaving
them on the front steps.”
ALAN J. HEAVENS / Staff

Speak Italian and spend Swiss
in the lakeside jewel of Lugano

Shopping on narrow,
colonnaded, colorful Via Nassa
in Lugano.
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