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exico's Mazatlan 1s
getting 1ts mojo back

EXCITING BULLFIGHTS, FRIENDLY PEOPLE HELP REVIVE TOURISM

i M8

~ STEVE HAGGERTY - MCT

Mazatlan’s cliff divers have performed for visitors since 1961.

By ANNE Z. CoOKE
AND STEVE HAGGERTY
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

MAZATLAN, Mexico The atmo-
sphere in the Plaza de Toros, hot in the
afternoon sun, crackled like popcorn,
leaving visitors wondering just how
long the crowd, growing larger by the
minute, would sit patiently and wait.
But as late arrivals searched for the last
free seats, their concerns melted away.

Suntanned cowboys in big-brimmed
hats spotted distant friends and waved.
Vendors selling beer worked the aisles
and ladies spread sunscreen on their
children. Clean-shaven men, eyes hid-
den behind black Ray-Bans, shook
hands and strangers compared notes on
the afternoon’s event, the Carnaval
Week bull fight.

Weekly bullfights, a winter sport here
in Mazatlan, on Mexico’s Pacific Coast,
run from Christmas through April. But
the bullfight held during Carnaval, fea-
turing world-famous “rejoneador”
(bullfighter on horseback) Pablo Her-
mosa de Mendoza, is the spectacle that
packs the arena. Challenging the bull,
the charismatic Hermosa and his horse
are superstars, leaping, dancing and
spinning, melding the crowd into a
cheering, gasping, groaning, clapping,
handkerchief-waving mass.

While we waited for the first bull to
enter the ring, I overhead a conversa-
tion behind me, a couple discussing
their new house on the hill overlooking
the beach. Immigrants heading south,
instead of Mexicans coming north?

A favored beach retreat since the
1940s, Mazatlan has been shunned late-
ly, tarred by the same brush that paints
the country as crime-ridden and unsafe.
But this couple seemed to be ignoring
conventional wisdom.

“Are you living here permanently?”
asked, turning around to introduce my-
self. “Maybe you’ve met my friends.
They live in that neighborhood, too, up
on the hill.”

“Vacation for now, but permanently
soon,” said Edward Klop, a company
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Grab a raft, bike or
fishing pole for fun
with the family

No matter what interests
your family, there is plenty
of summer fun to be had.
Here are five ideas:

Cyclers in Ireland: See the

Emerald Isle on two

wheels. Pedal past cas-
tles, through charming vil-
lages and alongside dramat-
ic cliffs on a self-guided tour
offered by Pure Adventures.
Families can choose their
pace and style of lodging.

Add golf, sea kayaking,
horseback riding or a Dublin
tour to round out the adven-
ture.

Contact: 800-960-2221 or
pure-adventures.com.

Boaters in the Bahamas :
2 Make your way to the

Abaco Beach Resort
and Boat Harbour Marina,
165 miles off the Florida
coast and on the Sea of Aba-
co. You can access the full-
service marina to explore
nearby islands, historic vil-
lages and barrier reefs.
Head out for sport fishing,
sailing or snorkeling. Then

o —
NORTH CAROLINA'S
SOUTHERN QUTER BANKS

We Are An Oceanfront Family Resort!
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Beach Club
Rentals & Sales
. Free WiFi, Full Kitchens,
sy’ Washer & Dryer, Pool,
Jacuzzi, Meeting

Room, Weddings &
much more!

323 Salter Path Rd., Atlantic Beach

800-525-1768

www.Whalerlnn.net
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Atlantic Beach, NC
Canolina's Coyotal Coast!

Vacation Sales & Rentals

Cannon & Gruber REALTORS
(800) 317-2866 Free Brochure
www.cannongruber.com/nov

Book on-line anytime!

Family Travel
Lynn 0’Rourke Hayes

go ashore to picnic on a se-
cluded island.

Kids can learn to catch,
clean and cook fish, crack a
conch and debark a fresh co-
conut as part of the Bahama
Buddies program. Ask
about special packages.

Contact: 800-468-4799 or
abacobeachresort.com.

Theme park fans: Make
3 your way to Universal

Orlando, where an in-
tergalactic war is raging.
Climb aboard Transformers:
The Ride-3D, billed as a
next-generation thrill ride.
You'll feel like you're part of
the skirmish, as Optimus
Prime and Bumblebee at-
tempt to keep the Allspark
from falling to the enemies.

Contact: 407-363-8000 or
universalorlando.com.

Rafting on the Rogue:
Float through 40 miles

of scenic southwestern

JEFF BARNARD - AP
Float through 40 miles of southwestern Oregon on the Rogue River and explore the
rugged country that drew Native Americans, trappers and prospectors.

Oregon and explore the rug-
ged country that drew Na-
tive Americans, trappers
and prospectors. Stay in the
raft or up the adrenaline
ante by running the rapids
in an inflatable kayak. This
designated wilderness will
take you through the Siski-
you Mountains and the
Rogue River National For-
est.

Contact: 800-346-6277 or
oars.com.

Art lovers: From art
5 classes and kid-focused
camps to clever create-

and-takes, the Denver Art
Museum has made a grand
effort to welcome families to
its galleries. Museum activ-
ities encourage families to
get comfortable and create.
Family backpacks full of art
supplies, games and puzzles
are available for use during
visits.

Contact: 720-865-5000 or
denverartmuseum.org.
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Call or view specials on-line to book
your Emerald Isle beach vacation today.

_ 866-339-9147

Excellent summer discounts

up to 300/0!

alty.travel

SAVE 20% or more on

a variety of vacation homes.
Choose from our wide array of
classic cottages, condos, and
elegant beach homes. Don't
miss out on the best deals in
Emerald Isle. Call us today at
866.921.3634 or view our
internet specials posted daily
at EmeraldisleRealty.com

Emerald (Jele
Realty—

A Tradition on the Carolina Coast Since 1962

Find 92 more days and 30% oﬂ- of your beackvacation
at BluewaterTraveler.com or by calling (866) 559-2763
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To advertlse, please

call 800-849-5235.
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The cathedral in the Plaza de Republic, in Mazatlan’s historic district.

MAZATLAN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11D

owner from British Colum-
bia, smiling and leaning over
to shake hands. “Why? Be-
cause people here are so de-
cent. Look at this crowd. I've
never seen so much beer
drunk by so many people
who are so good-natured.
You don’t find that very of-
ten. You've heard of the Van-
couver riot, after the Stanley
Cup match? People got
drunk, turned over cars,
broke store windows, looted
merchandise. That doesn’t
happen here.”

“Mexicans are family peo-
ple,” added Yvonne Klop.
“They take their kids when
they go out to eat or to a con-
cert. The kind of restaurants
we'd like to eat at in Vancou-
ver or San Francisco or New
York don’t allow kids. If
there’s a bar or they serve al-
cohol, it’s illegal.”

Right about then, the
crowd broke into cheers and
Hermosa cantered into the
ring mounted on a white Lus-
itano stallion. Whether you
condone bullfighting, it’s im-
possible not to watch Her-
mosa as he gets down to busi-
ness, teasing the bull until it
charges, then wheeling away,
leaning and turning, whirl-
ing and circling the ring with
the bull in hot pursuit, stay-
ing just inches away from the
bull’s horns. At the conclu-
sion, Hermosa took a victory
lap and the ladies tossed red
roses. The fight committee
awarded prizes and the
crowd collected their things
and filed peaceably away to
the parking lot.

The Klops, when they do
move, won't be outliers, but
part of a settled expat com-

Puzzle Solutions
SEE PAGE 10D
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Answer :
BITTER BENIGN  BESIDE
AMBUSH MORALE  COBALT

Even though he didn’t have a
brain, the scarecrow had —

Jumble
NERE NARE BHBErNEE BANEE
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Crossword

A matador uses his cape to goad the bull into a useless
charge at the Plaza de Toros in Mazatlan, Mexico.

Details

m For more information,
visit gomazatlan.com and
mazatlantoday.net.

m To book a cruise, visit
Holland America Cruises at
hollandamerica.com or
Norwegian Cruise Line at
norwegiancruise.com.

munity, people that bring
time, energy and expertise to
the town.

“There are more than
10,000 Americans and Cana-
dians in Mazatlan,” said
Francisco (Frank) Cordova,
secretary of tourism for Sina-
loa. “They rent apartments
and some even own houses.
Now, if it wasn’t safe, why
would they be here?”

Safety in Golden Zone

Drug cartel murders are a
fact, he conceded. They are,
he said, the federal govern-
ment’s most pressing inter-
nal security issue. But most
violence occurs far beyond
the Golden Zone (the town’s
designated tourism area), in
the mountains or along the
U.S. border.

“There isn’t any crime in
the Golden Zone, not that
we’ve heard about,” agreed
Paul Petty, a 12-year resi-
dent. “Nothing violent, no
drive-bys, no school shoot-
ings like we had at home. We
feel a lot safer than we did
when we lived in Los Ange-
les.”

It could be the bounce-
back effect, but 2013 is shap-
ing up as the town’s best year
in a decade. Carlos Ber-
degue, head of Mazatlan’s
four El Cid hotels, said
$6 million has been allocated
for tourism from the U.S. and
Canada, a promotion that’s
already filling the town’s
12,000 beds.

Cruise lines returning

“Our group and conven-
tion programs have been ve-
ry successful, the cruise lines
are returning and the airlines
are looking at creating more
capacity,” he said.

The cruise industry, often
the first to fold up and run
when bad news hits the
wires, agrees. After pulling
out abruptly 18 months ago,
Holland America and Nor-
wegian Cruise Lines are re-
turning to Mazatlan, adding
10 port stops to their Mexi-
can Riviera route this year
(in November and Decem-
ber) and 35 more during the
2014 season.

“We’ll be ready for them,”
Cordova said. “I've got a

tourism budget of 400 mil-
lion pesos (U.S. $32.5 mil-
lion), half for the new cruise
port and the rest for restora-
tion and improvements in
the historic city center.”
The cruise port and pas-
senger terminal, a contem-
porary stunner designed for
comfort, has docking room
for eight large passenger
ships. Adjacent tour bus
parking will allow passen-
gers taking shore tours to
board the buses without
much walking. Travelers
who'd rather stay on the ship
or at the port will have shops,
a restaurant, a tourist infor-
mation center and gift stores.
Shore tours in Third World
ports, often the béte noire of
cruise passengers, haven’t
been forgotten. “Funds are set
aside to train tour guides to
make sure every tour is unfor-
gettable,” Cordova said. The
adjoining neighborhood has al-
so gotten a facelift. Seedy
shacks are gone, cracked stuc-
co was painted and vacant lots
were turned into gardens.

Strolling the plazas

Shore tours will visit sever-
al nearby 16th and 17th cen-
tury-era villages and ancient
pictographs on the shoreline.
But visitors who opt for a
stroll through the historic
center’s narrow streets and
shaded plazas, dating to
1837, won’t be sorry. In these
plazas the first colonists
gathered and much of the
time’s social and civic life
played out. This is where
people still meet to walk,
talk, work, eat out or sit and
watch the world go by. Wan-
der around and you’ll find the
Plaza Machado, the Cathe-
dral, the elegantly restored
Angel Peralta Opera House
and the art museum.

The Central Market, hum-
ming from early morning to
late afternoon, is where
homemakers shop for food,
teenagers for purses and jew-
elry and travelers take pho-
tos. Covering a city block,
the two-story iron structure
houses hundreds of stalls.

If the past is prologue, the
outcome is already written.
Some cruise passengers will
make a beeline for the beach,
sample real Mexican cuisine
at Pancho’s and take the
sightseeing boat to Deer Is-
land. On the second trip
they’ll dine by candlelight at
Pedro & Lola’s, sit on the Pla-
za Machado, meet expats
from home and play golf. On
the third visit, they’ll check
out the bullfights.

After that, who knows?



