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cHin beat fIShes for silver salmon along an Alaskan creek

Searching for grizzlies? Follow the fish
By ANNE Z. COOKE
and STEVE HAGGERTY
MCClatchv-Tribuno Newj ServiQe

tOGfAK, Aia!\bl - Do y.Qt1 wanl
to see grizzly bears ill the wlld? Of
COUI'SI) you do. 'fhis 5WllII1er'sAlosklln
advc.nture wouldn't be ""'lIJiIete ",iib-
OUIpholoS 10JlOSI on Facehook a1d to
send to friends. Wh3r's thl! L3S1
Frontier 011about withoul hard.evi-
dena!, uswUy in the form 0(photos'?

SuI doo't COUnl on@ilniogpicnJre..
perfec\.clooc-up5 of Smokey's larger
cousins. or the millions of IJ8Vclers
espected to rour Aim !hi1ycaT,only
a few will be Iud)' ¢nQUp to see 3
grizzly (they call them brown bears
here). And if they do, it'slik.elyto be 111
.long mnge. I know. I've been disap-
poinled'lIKI'C d1a!l once.

MSte IMI brown ~hap: n19Ving near
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the 1l'CC!I," tbe Denali Pad: bus driver
says, 3Dd yoo lookand look,and £\1llY-
one arrund you peets :md poims. and
finally you see the bear, a -blotCh.y
brown spot lh:It mJght as well be a
ctIIIl.

But ifyou really wnntlO sees gnz-
lIy dOing ils wild thing. IN the wild,
nothing could be easier. How'? Yon
have 10 know ",llaC the bcar&gatha-to
cat. and go there yoursclL

And where do they go, and have
gone I""CtY SIlIllIllCI" for the IasI milletr
nilUl?TO Ibe rivers. brooks 30dal:l:b
wbcre salmon, their pdmary diet, swim
upstream m the pools and eddies .. berc
they werc.balchcdnnd w,.",.~ lfqwiJI
spawn and die.

When AJ35kan salmoo gertbe signal
10 spawn - no one's quite sure now
- Ihe~ return fun tbe ocean in the
rens of thou.~. g3tbcring Ill:Ol: the
mouth of flllllilillr rivers. Then they
head upstream, swimming SO close
togetber U>:Il the'r bock;, ,,1Ieo you !Ire
them !\om above. rcsetnble gridIocked
,roflie on a mid.-ciIY Cree",,,),. The
bears, meanwhile, linger alpng lAc
SIrellm banks, wJlchinganclw.iiiilg.fcoc
the feasl. When the fISh arrivc'- 8
Il1p~ing hanquct thut IIlSlS for days.,-
d,e beers husll<e:intO tlie WlI~ clutdl-
jrig ond snatcbing al C\'ecy tjsh Ihal
passe:! by_ Busy puui91! OIl f1l.~-caJOPcs.
Ihey're genmliy obliliious 10 r::very-
thing else. even nearby pcqlJc.

Oneca bear has a fiSh in itsjaw5. it
clintbsi:ll)to the bank or a gro'r\:! barand
rips ihe Cosh aport. dc\"Wriog the rich<st
pans IUld Ios!iing the rest a...llY.·l"bes.:
bits of CUI"QISS feed 1he. trouI, wid in tum
rhc birds, goall m:unmals,.inseds and
evelltually nUcroprganis!!IS. The rest
dL<;l;OlvesbIllie S1l'I!alnas I1lltriClllSr IC"f-
tililcr for U.leu= and bushes aJoos.the
bonks. eltel)'1hing in ~lis rivetine Innd·
_depends on t.tie .. 1nm.

'lbat coukl be you. Slanding there
willi yolD" CIlI1l<;I_lI, pcrubo;d ®!e111 001
out of the way. But retneOlbct to take
care, !fever get between a br"()\\Ube.r
and i~ diMer, QI' a motlicr .IUld 11.:[
cubs. or between IWOmales vying Cor
lop-he3r lislring rights. Thaf's wby"\he
ilc>1 way 10 sec and photograpb bears
"is (0 go with a guide. oomeoo. Who
knows Ibe saboon strcams,. "'here the
bcar.;wiU be lind how to staYs;Jfe.

If)'\)(J.do~Ce~j" the "ild, ti'en'-
sure Ihe moment. And remember:
YOI!'re now a wi1ne.<.~ro th<>sa!mon-IO-
bear food ebRin IID<L I hope. aD ailvo-
cale for protecTing Alaska's rivers.
Mao-madc pollulants dumped into
stn:ams -~3lly fronlllliniog-
thaI dc.woy Ule annual salmon runs
will be remembcrcd as lmgedy wonoc
than the DC:Ir~J<tinctioo of tl'q;Jairis
b~l1 (Ibe bunala). Without salmon.
AIaska'~ brown bears. its Il1(")S!..magnjf~
iceO.lllredators, will disappea~ .iIoug
\\~lJlIhe resl of,tlle river-dependent
creoturcs, from river:Olli!rsand wo.lVl:s
ro f<lxcs, wolverines, rodenll;, trout,
1n!CS, UOWCl"$ and !be rest

Hero's Ibo solutioo. Spend 3 COIijlIc
of days 8'a wilderness or fishing IQdge

Flying low over the
land, I've seen not just
bears but moose, herds
of caribou, occasional
wolves and swans on
their nests. When our
flight route crossed
ocean inlets I spied
pods of white beluga
wha.les cruising at the
surface. Flying over
Katmai National Park -
a favorite bear
destination - look for
the crater and
devastated area around
NovaJUpta Volcano,
which exploded in 1912,
darkening the sky for
months.

(hal offers bear-walohing outiogs t
I'l'1oflheir druly"etlliiries. Orhook
day lrip with an oolfitli.T. Most lik~1
you'U go by !loal plane, tanding 011
distlnl lake or river. Is it worth th
<:xpm;e (5200 apieCe and liP) jasll
walch bears cat? Oh, m;y. yes. Tt
plaoo night oJooo is tcaJfllle Il1riIL

Flying low ovcr U.e.land. ('ve see
notjtmbe:lrs hoI m()Q';t!,·hcrds"ofcor
b9u. occasiol1ll1 Wolves it!P ~wans 0
Iheir ne~ls. When o~r (Ughl raul
crossed ocean inlets I spied pods (
VIilile bel~~ whQIi:s cruising.1U ihe SII
fOO<i Flying over Kaulilli National Pat
-a favorile bcm· destination -100
for the cratcr and gcvltSlalcd Me
around Novaruplll Volt<lJlQ, wlJic
exploo...'d in 1912< darkening the sk
COtmonths. Yessir, l]igbis<eiog. is ."a
bil as I11\lI11Cl1IOU5·DS bearwalehing.

And lOr guaranleed .cJose.upi! TaJ,
the kids (and your friends) ID t~
Wildlife COI1SCI\'Dfioo Center, in Ponnr
Valley ncar Gird,'lood, close I
An¢hor:lll'" The •• D!!;'r, a re~cue. an
IIlMbHilolion ""'\Cr,.ltJI;es inoll kind<J.
orphaned IIIld 1hre8tt:ncd·wild.3Ililllll
- incl"dingbrw'D~ -and mil«
them in multi'3crc outdOOt penS cspt
dally d:sW<cd for visitol'viewing.

Youcao tourtll<; Cenl!:rby'au-orc
fuot, M<l wiJJ be rewarded witbllienJ
of clo ... -up •. Wbcnewr possibf.
henlthy animals' arc I:eintrodul:ed 1111
ihe wild; OIhcrs"ranilin thcre.inchulin
bears. moose, musk oxeof a Woo
Bison herd (reintroduced frol
Canad>I), coyof<lS••.ll;e;lgl¢s and owl
Every year bring;; Ilnothe.orop dfcul
(and cuddly) bo.bies - prescot I
inclUding 11m.... tCll1ly, illfT,)' music. a
calvcs and IWO spindly-I~l1boed tnOO!

cahes. Iwouldn't miss iI, and yo
stnlldn'l either.

http://virginislandsdailynews.newspaperdirect.comJepaper/servicesIPrintArticle.ashx?issue=830... 3/2/2014

http://virginislandsdailynews.newspaperdirect.comJepaper/servicesIPrintArticle.ashx?issue=830...

