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WEST INDIES

Traditional
yuletide markets
filled with holiday

wonder

By ANNE Z. COOKE

Special Contributor

DRESDEN, Germany —
The holidays came early last
year, no thanks to old Saint
Nick.

Steve Haggerty/Special Contributor

A giant pyramid replicates the traditional tabletop Christ-
mas decoration in Germany.

HOLIDAYS

With visions of twinkling
lights and sugarplums dancing
in my head, Ileft California in
early December and headed
for Christmas markets in three
of Germany’s most historic
cities: Dresden, Berlin and
Weimar.

I found myselfin a wonder-
land, enchanted by falling
snowflakes and discovering
that what they say is true:
When it comes to celebrating
Christmas the old-fashioned

way, nobody does it like Ger-
many.

So what are Christmas
markets?

They look like farmers
markets, with outdoor stalls in
rows and each vendor selling
his own merchandise. They
offer an assortment of cakes
and cookies, chocolates, chees-
es, ornaments and more.

Usually, you'll find them in
the middle of the town’s oldest
square, fabulously decorated
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and busiest from 4 p.m. to
midnight.

When twilight settles over
Germany’s cobblestone streets,
tiny lights twinkle, and holiday
revelers, swaddled in thick
coats, gather to stroll, gawk,
shop and meet their friends for
an evening of merriment.

In Dresden, that meanta
lively atmosphere, and after-
ward, concert tickets

See CHRISTMAS Page 8K

Dream It.
- Appearing:

November 2-3

. Chris Harrison
Dallas Convention Center

Host, The Bachelor

www.AdventureEXpo.com  Plus: Thousands of Vacation Options » SeaWorld Animal Exhibit » Cultural Performances » Culinary Demos ® and More...

Andrew McCarthy

Actor & Travel Writer

Plan It. Book It.

Pauline Frommer

Frommer’s Travel Guides

Patricia Schultz
Author, 1,000 Places
To See Before You Die

CHANNEL.

Bert Kreischer

K1 10-20-2013 Set: 16:58:51
Sent by: cci Travel

Comedian & Host, Trip Flip

$10

ONLINE

(or at the Door with
this coupon)

Promo Code:
DMN1

*Regular $15 Admission

Full price $15. Coupon is good for $5 off
Regular Admission On-Site. 16 & UNDER
FREE. All children under 16 need to be
accompanied at all times by a parent/
guardian. One coupon per person per
day. Cannot be combined with any other
offer. Photocopies accepted. Registration
required for all show activities.

BEACK'TA


Steve
Rectangle


8K Sunday, October 20, 2013  GuideLive.com

FROM THE COVER

dallasnews.com

The Dallas Morning News

Plan now for German Christmas markets
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purchased at the door of Dres-
den’s restored Frauenkirche.
Here, too, was my chance to
visit Germany’s oldest and
most traditional Christmas
market, the Striezelmarkt,
founded in 1434 and celebrat-
ing its 579th anniversary.

Snow? No problem

In Weimar, where a heavy
snowfall turned the town’s
dollhouse-size Market Square
classic white, the smell of
bratwurst and sounds of car-
ols created a different atmo-
sphere.

Not only were visitors
wandering among the stalls
shopping for gifts, but resi-
dents were there, too, un-
deterred by the snow. Parents
pushed strollers or pulled
children on sleds. Couples
pored over carved wooden
figures and hand-knit sweat-
ers.

Later I toured the home of
Goethe, who was not only a
poet and dramatist buta
politician, amateur scientist
and economic adviser to his
royal patron.

In Berlin, where the blaze
oflights from the bustling
Alexanderplatz Christmas
Market were visible from my
hotel window, the impulse to
walk over after dinner, even
after a day of sightseeing, was
impossible to resist.

As the biggest and busiest
of Berlin’s four holiday mar-
Kkets, it was the perfect place to
sample a cup of the season’s
traditional mulled wine (gluh-
wein) before bed.

I didn’t buy much. Carry-
on suitcases impose unwel-
come limits. But that didn’t
lessen the pleasure of wander-
ing from stall to stall, each one
piled high with the most

amazing crafts: wooden toys,
carved winter scenes, blown-
glass birds with fluttery tails,
glassicicles, sparkly stars,
scented candles, gilded angels,
knitted scarves, leather hand-
bags, tiny painted dolls with
round heads, nutcrackers, bird
houses and Christmas pyra-
mids, their topmost windmill
blades revolving slowly, turned
by candle power.

Food was there as well:
fresh-baked cakes, fruity stol-
lenloaves, frosted cookies,
gingerbread, sausages and
dozens of cheese varieties.

Despite freezing tempera-
tures, mothers in thick coats
pushing carriages were as
common as bakers with their
loaves.

And all around came frag-
ments of conversation, the
world’s languages in one place.

Russians, Turks, Italians
and Brits walked past, shop-
ping bags stuffed full. A French
family stopped to outfit their
children with woolen mittens.
A Spanish visitor who thought
I'was German asked me for
directions. Plenty of Amer-
icans took in the scenes, too.

Longer season

In recent years, some
Christmas markets have ex-
tended the season, from late
November to New Year’s. The
motivation is, of course, profit.

I'spotted some stalls selling
T-shirts, jeans, wallets and
backpacks at the Alexander-
platz Market, and a Mickey
Mouse kids’ ride in Dresden.

But the butchers, the bakers
and the toy makers are still
front and center, ensuring that
twinkling lights will be there
for next year.

AnneZ. Cooke and Steve
Haggerty are a freelance writer
and photographer in Marina
del Rey, Calif:
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Snow falls on Weimar’s Christmas market in Germany, but it won’t deter hardy vendors or shoppers.

Traditional wooden toy figures are sold at the Alexan-
derplatz Christmas Market in Berlin.

A girl and her grandfather

visit Weimar’s market.
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Two smart moves | made and
canrecommend to friends:

Fly nonstop and buy a German
rail pass for intracity travel.
WHERE TO STAY: In Berlin,
the contemporary Hotel Indigo
Berlinis a block from the
Alexanderplatz Market;
hotelindigoberlin.com.

In Dresden, the stylish
Swissotelam Schlossis one
block from the Frauenkirche;
swissotel.com/Dresden.

In Weimar, the resort-style
Dorint Am Goetheparkisa
10-minute walk from Market
Square, a favorite with tour
groups and a five-star choice
for lavish buffet breakfasts;
dorint.com/en/hotel-weimar.
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EARN 1,000 BONUS POINTS FOR EVERY STAY BOOKED DIRECTLY THROUGH THE NEW HHONORS APP FOR iPhone®.
SIMPLY BOOK BY DECEMBER 31, 2013, AND STAY NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2014.*

*This offer is valid for eligible stays booked between September 6 and December 31, 2013 and completed September 6, 2013-December 31, 2014 (“Promotion Period™) at any hotel or resort in the Hilton HHonors™ portfolio. Hilton HHonors
members must first download the Hilton HHonors App for iPhone® and make a reservation using the Hilton HHonors App. HHonors members who book through the Hilton HHonors App during the Promotion Period will receive 1,000 Bonus
Points per stay during the Promotion Period. Bonus Points will only be earned on stays with a check-in date during the Promotion Period. Bonus Points earned on Base Points do not count toward elite tier qualification. Please allow six to
eight weeks from completion of your stay for points to appear in your HHonors account. Offer is not transferable, is not valid for groups and cannot be combined with other select offers. Sample daily rates featured are subject to availability
for travel through December 30, 2013. Rates will vary based on selected hotels and specific travel dates. Each hotel has a policy addressing cancellations and/or blackout dates that may apply. Unless otherwise stated, quoted rates are per
room per night, based on double occupancy and do not include taxes, gratuities, incidental charges or resort fees (where applicable). Apple, the Apple logo and iPhone are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries.
App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. ©2013 Hilton Worldwide.
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