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Chris Hemsworth of “Thor” 
loves Australia. G2

Four strategies for fighting motion sickness. G3
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Family fun with a GPS on 
the Ice Age Trail in Wis. G6

By JUDITH YATES BORGER  
Special to the Star Tribune

If you’re looking for a dead-of-win-
ter sunny getaway where the water 
and air are mountain-fresh, the views 
breathtaking and the all-organic meals 
prepared daily,  consider Jade Moun-
tain, a resort on St. Lucia in the Carib-
bean. But be sure to pack a nest egg 
you’re willing to crack.

When my husband first read about 
the place, a passing reference to “only 

three walls”  caught his eye. We booked 
our stay for March 2015, then returned 
for another week in January 2017.

The first time I stepped into our 
room I was rendered speechless, a 
condition uncommon to me. Our 
room, one of about 30 built into the 
mountain, did, indeed, have three 
walls. What would have been an 
enclosing fourth wall was wide open, 
from the 15-foot ceiling to the quarried 
coral floor. That afforded a 30-foot-
wide open air view of the Caribbean, 

with the volcanic Piton Mountains 
reaching for the starry sky.

A purple-glass-tiled infinity pool, 
long enough to swim laps, spilled over 
the open side of the room to a trough 
below, while an unobtrusive metal 
fence blocked off the rest of the open 
area to protect sleep walkers from a 
terrifying drop. The floor was smooth 
and dark planks of mahogany and 
other indigenous woods. Comfortable 
furniture made mostly of wood was 
scattered about unobtrusively. A king-
size bed draped with netting kept the 
birds out. We never saw a mosquito.

Enjoying the suite life of St. Lucia

By ANNE Z. COOKE  •  Tribune News Service

Delayed at the airport in Nuremberg and thoroughly 
frazzled, we checked and rechecked our watches as the 
miles ticked by, with the Danube River and our Scenic 
River Cruises ship, the Pearl, nowhere to be seen.

Gunter, meanwhile, hired to drive us to the dock in 
Vilshofen, Germany, for a nine-day Danube cruise and 
long-planned family vacation, calmly fiddled with the 
radio, tuning in a soccer match and then a music station. 
Finally he switched it off and, sighing thoughtfully, gazed 
into the rearview mirror.

“The ship is waiting,” he remarked. “No worrying. Like 
American movies say, only rolling with the punches.”

Words to live by, indeed. With the Danube at flood lev-
els, there was no way the 167-passenger Pearl was going 
anywhere, not that night. Arriving just as the welcome-

aboard party ended, we managed a glass of Champagne 
and a hurried handshake with Capt. Gyula Toth.

Nor was the next day wasted. Though it rained on 
and off, the kids kept busy exploring the ship and bik-
ing for miles along the river path while I rescheduled 
excursions, piano concerts and museum visits. Joining 
a tour of Passau, we drew a law student for a guide, an 
amateur historian as entertaining as he was knowledge-
able. By bedtime we’d met enough people to discover 
that another passenger and I had attended the same 
high school.

As for the Danube River, molten silver by moonlight, 
it looked as harmless as a backyard fish pond. Until the 
next morning when it reared up with a roar, rising another 
foot, flooding towns and fields, lapping at the undersides 
of bridges and thwarting cruise passengers.
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With butlers, infinity pools and a wall of views, the rooms at Jade 
Mountain lure you in. But venture out to the chocolate lab.  

See ST. LUCIA on G4 Ø

The House of Parliament, on the Danube River in Budapest, Hungary, seemed every bit the fairy castle at sunset from the deck of the Scenic Pearl.  STEVE HAGGERTY • Colorworld

A river cruise through Germany and Austria is marked by high waters, 

off-boat activities and the need to go with the flow. 

See DANUBE on G5 Ø

Provided by Jade Mountain
At Jade Mountain Resort on St. Lucia, each suite has a view of the Pitons.
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