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FINDING

On an annual family trip, three generations explore 
the laid-back isles of the South Pacific archipelago

MATAMANOA, FIJI >> 
ou’re up early,” 
said Dillon, join-
ing us at the 
breakfast table at 
Matamanoa Is-
land Resort, in 

Fiji, piling his wetsuit and swim fins 
on the chair where we’d be sure to 
see them. “Did Dad tell you? Blue 
sky, no wind, a perfect day for a 
shark dive?”

He paused, waiting for an answer. 
“I know, you guessed it. Occam’s ra-
zor, huh?” he said, grinning. “You 
don’t mind being alone, do you?”

We were glad he cared. But no, we 
could never be lonely on Matama-
noa Island, in the Mamanuca Archi-
pelago, in the central South Pacific. 
If we needed company, the resorts’ 
other guests were on hand, not to 
mention our family, three genera-
tions of us on vacation together.

And there was the island to ex-
plore, a poster-perfect South Pacific 
hideaway. A limestone cone sticking 
up out of the sea, it was an encyclo-
pedia of nature, from birds and fish, 
to an explosion of bright flowers 
and craggy shade trees.

Walking barefoot along the shore, 
on the powdery soft sand, you’d see 
crabs digging holes, fish in the shal-
lows, and a hoard of wave-tumbled 
seashells and coral, washed up from 
deeper water.

Did we feel left behind, now that 
the kids were growing up? For a 
nanosecond, maybe. But in truth, it 
was nice to be alone, no longer in 

charge of organizing these annual 
family trips, or planning the days. 
We could swim, climb to the sum-
mit, or read under an umbrella, as 
the moment dictated.

Our first family trip, more than a 
decade ago, was a last-minute idea, 
patched together on a whim. But ad-
venturing together proved such a 
rewarding way to stay connected 
that it gradually became a tradition.

WHEN THE kids were toddlers, in 
St. Lucia, we built sand castles to-
gether while their parents slipped 
away for a sunset cruise. In Toronto, 
we played Marco Polo in the pool, 
while the moms and dads enjoyed a 
candlelit dinner.

Six years later we climbed the 
pyramids together, at Teotihuacan, 
in Mexico. But Dillon, now 20, was 
long past making sand castles. Like 
his cousins, he wanted to ski the 
moguls, fish in Alaska and climb Col-
orado’s “fourteeners.”

While he studied the menu, we 
stepped outside, bending an ear for 
the chirps and twitters overhead, 
and catching our breath as the sun 
peeked over the horizon. Sending 
gold and amber rays across the wa-
ter, it illuminated each nearby 
island, one after another.

With the night fading, a colony of 
fruit bats suddenly appeared above 
— like Halloween witches on their 
broomsticks — coming home to 
rest in the treetops. Circling 
overhead, their five-foot wingspans 
catching the updrafts, they plopped 
down on the top-most branches, 
squawking and arguing.

Please see FIJI, E4

By Anne Z. Cooke 
and Steve Haggerty
Tribune News Service

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE PHOTOS

At top, the iconic South Seas beach and lagoon at Castaway Is-
land Resort, Qalito island, Fiji. West-facing deck chairs, above, 
near the pool at the Sheraton Resort & Spa, Tokoriki island, Fiji, 
are designed for sunset viewing.

SteveH
Rectangle



Honolulu Star-Advertiser - 07/14/2019 Page : E04

Copyright (c)2019 Honolulu Star-Advertiser, Edition 07/14/2019
July 15, 2019 5:07 pm (GMT +10:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 38% from original to fit letter page


S U N DAY  7/ 1 4 / 1 9  > >  H O N O L U L U  S TA R - A D V E R T I S E R  > >  E5E4 > >  H O N O L U L U  S TA R - A D V E R T I S E R  > >  S U N DAY  7/ 1 4 / 1 9  TRAVEL

“Look, they’re shoving each 
other,” said Dillon, joining us to 
peer up through the leaves. “Do 
you think they have a pecking 
order?” he said, as they folded 
their wings and gradually fell 
asleep. “Another 10 minutes and 
you wouldn’t know they were 

there.”
The 

bats, mi-
gratory vis-
itors, were 
new for Dil-
lon. But 
we’d spot-
ted them 
before, in 
the Mama-
nucas and 
elsewhere 
on Viti 
Levu and 
Vanua 
Levu, Fiji’s 
two largest 
islands. On 

our first Fiji trip, we did the tourist 
route: botanical gardens, visits to 
native villages, a day-cruise on the 
Sigatoka River and snorkeling off 
the hotel beach.

And by the third visit we were 
ready for bigger stuff: rafting on 
the Upper Navua River, kayaking 
on the Luva River in the Namosi 
Highlands, hiking to waterfalls and 
climbing Mount Tomanivi, in the 
Koroyanitu National Heritage 
Park, at 4,344 feet, Fiji’s highest 
peak.

But a family trip to Fiji always 

FIJI
Continued from E1

seemed too far away, and too 
expensive. Until recently, that is, 
when a Fiji Airways promotion 
popped up in our email, advertis-
ing round-trip, nonstop tickets 
from Los Angeles to Nadi for about 
$750 each, half off the regular 
price, an offer too generous to
ignore.

Then, with everyone on board, 
the dates sorted and the tickets 
bought, we hit a snag. Most of the 
resorts we’d bragged about were 
overbooked. Castaway Island 
Resort, our all-time family favorite, 
had space for three nights. But 
we’d never been to Matamanoa or 
to the Sheraton Tokoriki, which 
did have space. We decided to 
take a chance.

THE FIJI Airways overnight 
flight, 11 hours from LAX to Nadi, 
is painless. You have time to read, 
eat, watch a movie, and then get a 
good night’s sleep. Departing 
shortly before midnight, it lands 
at 5 a.m. the next morning, but 
two days later on the calendar: 
you’ve crossed the International 
Dateline.

Hailing a couple of cabs, we 
headed for Denarau and the South 
Seas Ferry dock, where we bought 
tickets and ate breakfast while 
waiting to board the ferry. Once 
on board, we hustled up to the top 
and found seats, the best place for 
views of the Mamanucas’s green 
islands and the world’s most beau-
tiful peacock-blue water.

After an hour out and hundreds 
of selfies, son Paul, carrying his 
out-of-date Padi diving certificate, 
spoke up.

“You won’t mind, will you, if we 
go diving?” he said. “I’ll have to 

take a refresher course. And if 
Dillon wants to finish the course, 
we’ll be diving every day. But you 
couldn’t find a better place to do 
it. Look at this water, the visibility, 
it’s like glass! And it’s so calm!”

Two hours later the ferry 
reached Castaway. Climbing out 
on the sand we were thrilled (for 
the 30th time, at least) to see that 
the staff was waiting, gathered to 
sing “Isa Lei,” the Fijian welcome 
song. We melted with joy. If they’d 
tried to sell us the island we would 
have written a check. Our son, 
meanwhile, made a beeline for the 
dive shop, 20 feet away on the 

beach.
That evening, when we gathered 

for our first candle-lit dinner in 
Castaway’s inviting, newly de-
signed restaurant, overlooking the 
blue-green sea, Dillon, beaming 
with anticipation, announced that 
they’d all signed up for the dive 
course. If they were happy, we 
were happy.

We weren’t sure what we’d find 
at Matamanoa, next on our itiner-
ary, but it proved as marvelous as 
Castaway, just different. Catering 
to guests ages 16 and older, people 
who come every year, Matamanoa 
reminded us of a private club, 

where everyone knows everyone 
else and we’d been invited to join.

The cocktail hour began on time 
and was followed by a single din-
ner seating, with everyone served 
at once. The ocean-view “villas” 
were inviting, and the elegant new 
hilltop suites were the latest in 
comfort, privacy and spectacular 
views. Meanwhile, Dillon and the 
cousins headed straight for the 
dive shop, for the next round of 
lessons.

Our last island resort, the Sher-
aton Tokoriki, surprised us. We’d 
expected a hotel, but relieved to 
find a long, low modern building, 
with an office, gift shop, several 
dining rooms and a beautiful pool, 
all overlooking a long beach. The 
bures, some with plunge pools, 
formed a small village. The prop-

erty, swept clean in 2016 by Cy-
clone Winston, looked bare, and 
recently planted bushes and trees 
were still small. But the dining ar-
eas were open all day and the pool 
deck, looking over the ocean, was 
our meeting place after the dive 
boat — and the divers — re-
turned.

On our last day, sad to be leav-
ing, we went for one last ocean 
swim, walking out to a sandy spot 
where everyone hung out, splash-
ing and bobbing about, wallowing 
in that delicious warm water, like a 
giant bathtub. For an hour we 
bobbed up and down, talking, re-
membering each day what we’d 
seen and laughing over the funny 
things we’d done.

When we close our eyes right 
now, we can feel it all over again.

100 miles

Fiji

V A N U A  L E V U

Suva

PACIFIC 
OCEAN

STAR-ADVERTISER

IF YOU GO…
Fiji
Learn about Fiji at www.fiji.travel. 
For more about the resorts, find them 
as follows:

>>  Castaway Island Resort: 
 castawayfiji.com

>>  Matamanoa Island Resort: 
 matamanoa.com

>>  Sheraton Resort & Spa 
 Tokoriki: marriott.com/hotels/
travel/nanti-sheraton-resort-and-
spa-tokoriki-island-fiji

>>  Ferry trips to the Mamanuca 
 Islands: South Sea Cruises 
at ssc.com.fj

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE PHOTOS

Above, Nasiki, in 
Tavua Village, 
makes and fi res 
clay pottery for the 
local handicraft 
sale at the Matama-
noa Island Resort. 
The South Sea 
ferry “Tiger V” 
docks offshore, 
bringing visitors to 
the island getaway.

Soft sand, slow swells and a gradual slope to deep 
water make a perfect children’s beach at Castaway 
Island Resort, Fiji.

2020 SPRING BREAK JAPAN LAND TOURS
PUBLIC SCHOOL SPRING BREAK: Mar 14 (Sat) – Mar 22 (Sun)      Book by 08/31/19 & SAVE $75 Per Person!†

ULTIMATE SCHOOL BREAK
With Tokyo Disneyland, 
Tokyo DisneySea, Mt. Fuji, Hakone, 
Kyoto, Universal Studios & Osaka Aquarium

6 Nts / 8 Days  •  10 Meals (6B, 2L, 2D)
Tour #1: Mar 14 – 21  •  Mary Yoshino
Tour #2: Mar 14 – 21  •  Dennis Kawahara
Tour #3: Mar 15 – 22  •  Marie Kanealii-Ortiz
Tour #4: Mar 15 – 22  •  Harrison Kim Han
Tour #5: Mar 21 – 28  •  Josie Akana

ULTIMATE TOK AIDO ROAD
With Miyajima & Hiroshima

9 Nts / 11 Days  •  19 Meals (9B, 6L, 4D)
Tour #1: Mar 14 – 24
Tour #2: Mar 15 – 25  •  Cora Kinney

HOKK AIDO HIGHLIGHTS 
PLUS SHOPPING
5 Nts / 7 Days  •  11 Meals (5B, 2L, 4D)
Mar 14 – 20  •  Dale & Lia Thomas

BEST OF TOKYO, NIKKO, 
K AMAKUR A, MT. FUJI & HAKONE
6 Nts / 8 Days  •  13 Meals (6B, 5L, 2D)
Mar 14 – 21  •  Wally Mau

BEST OF KYOTO, NAR A & OSAK A
6 Nts / 8 Days  •  10 Meals (6B, 3L & 1D)
Mar 14 – 21  •  Jo Lelepali

GRAND MIYAJIMA, 
HIROSHIMA, KYOTO, 
NARA & OSAKA
9 Nts / 11 Days  •  18 Meals (9B, 5L, 4D)
Mar 14 – 24  •  Bernie Matsumura

DELUXE TOK AIDO ROAD
6 Nts / 8 Days  •  13 Meals (6B, 4L, 3D)
Mar 15 – 22  •  Annette Nishikawa

TOHOKU & HOKK AIDO
10 Nts / 12 Days  •  22 Meals (10B, 5L, 7D)
Mar 17 – 28  •  Andy Lau

Best 
Seller!

Best 
Seller!

NIIGATA “SAKE NO JIN”
9 Nts / 11 Days  •  19 Meals (9B, 4L, 6D)
Mar 09 – 19  •  Bryan Wauke

GR AND OKINAWA 
PLUS SNOW MONKEYS 
& TOKYO SHOPPING
9 Nts / 11 Days  •  18 Meals (9B, 5L, 4D)
Mar 14 – 24  •  Dean & Annette Mizumura

SADO ISLAND, SNOW MONKEYS, 
HAKONE & TOKYO
10 Nts / 12 Days  •  21 Meals (10B, 3L, 8D)
Mar 16 – 27  •  Anona Gabriel

Best 
Seller!

† Early Booking Discount is per person. Purchase of Non-Stop Travel’s complete Air and 

Land package is required.

Off the Beaten Path:
A Different Side of Japan

Locally Owned & Operated
Since 1985 — Mahalo Hawai‘i!

615 Piikoi Street, Suite 102
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96814

593-0700
or  Toll-Free

1-800-551-1226
www.nonstop.travel

34th

2019

M
AHALO HAWAI‘I

TAR 3265

Call 591-4700 for more details

Reservations: 
Call 591-4777

BOYDVACATIONSHAWAII.COM

FALL BREAK
October 4-13, 2019
4 Nights at The Anaheim Hotel
4 Nights at The California Hotel
Via Hawaiian Air
Bus Transfer from Anaheim to Las Vegas
All other transfers included

DISNEY/VEGAS COMBO

CALL 591-4700 for more details!

From

$1,499
pp dbl occ

FUN FOR EVERYONE!

Open 8am-5pm (M-F) • 8:30am-1:30pm (Sat)
1585 Kapiolani Blvd., 9th Floor

Neighbor Island: 1 (800) 548-8951 (charter) • 1 (800) 253-4422 (other)

Packages 

available thru 

April 2020

Complete  charter  package 
 to  Las  Vegas

           Start from only $699

Special Las Vegas Packages valid on purchases from 7/14/19 to 7/20/19. Limited space and dates available. Some prices may vary. 
Charter packages available thru April 29, 2020. Book early for best price. Not valid with any other discount, coupon or promotion. 

Prices are per person based on double occupancy. Single supplement applies. • On Las Vegas Charter Packages the following 
is applicable: Must be 21. Must stay at Boyd Gaming’s California, Fremont, or Main Street Station. • Includes $42 taxes and fees. 
Includes $3 PFC for HNL and $4.50 PFC for LAS and the $2.50 September 11 security fee. • Charter flights operated by Omni Air 

International. • A baggage fee of $25 per person applies to each of the first two pieces of checked luggage. $100 fee applies to 
oversized, overweight or checked luggage in excess of the first two pieces.

ALA MOANA S.C. ✦ EWA WING 1ST FL, MAKAI SIDE
M-F 9am-5:30pm ✦ SAT 9:00am -1:00pm ✦ SUN CLOSED

Branch Special ✦ Honolulu ✦ 808-979-0111Perfect moments, always

ORDINARY..$267~
GREEN.......$357~jr rail passjr rail pass 1-WEEK

Price good till 7/17/19

Now available online        www.jtbusa.com        JR Pass        Branch Pickup

UH TAILGATE TOUR
9/12 ~ 9/19 

UH vs Huskies Tailgate Tour
 $2590.00/p.p. (Seattle/ Portland)

Promotion ends on 7/22   *Price base don DBL op.p.

10/30 ~ 11/09 Autumn Foliage Tour  $4399.00/p.p.
(Takayama, Matsumoto, Snow Monkey, Sado & Niigata)

$100 x 2 
Discount Promotion!

GET $100 discount now & ANOTHER $100 discount
on any 2020 Escorted tour from Honolulu

839-0039 Grand European (Guaranteed)
Australia & New Zealand (Guaranteed)
Paris to Normandy Cruise (Guaranteed)

. . . . . . . . . Sep 11
. . Sep 26

. Oct 26

Aurora Borealis Adventure
Spain Portugal Morocco (Guaranteed)
Oberammergau (Sold Out, Waitlist)
Australia & New Zealand
Amazing Jordan & Petra (Guaranteed)

. . . . . . . . . . . .Feb 25
. . Apr 11

. . . . . Jul 30
. . . . . . . . . . . . . Sep 24

. . Nov 26Serving Hawaii Since 1976
3229 Koapaka Street
tours@radtravel.netAIR FARES

DELTA


