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TRAVEL NOTES

Yellowstone
gives region
economic
boost: report

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL
PARK, Wyoming — A report
shows Yellowstone
National Park brought
about $647 million US to
the area’s economy last
year. The National Park
Service said the 4.1 million
visitors to the park in 2018
spent nearly $513 million
in neighbouring communi-
ties, supporting nearly
7,100 jobs in the area.
According to the report,
Devils Tower National
T o NPT 2 T e Nk e ) Monument in northeast
== R e e, i it G S I B g e b = o Wyoming brought more
VT WP P e > e R o e : thﬂﬂ$33 mi]linn to the
local economy:. It had
about 468,000 visitors who
spent $30 million last year,
The report shows more
than 318 million people
visited U.S. national parks
last vear, spending more
than $20 billion. The
national parks contributed
about $40 billion to the

U.S. economy.
Nearly $7 billion was
spent on lodging and
¢4 billion was on restau-
| rants and bars.
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South Sea ferry Tiger V docks offshore at Sheraton Tokoriki Island Resort in Fiji. STEVE HAGGERTY, TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
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Three generations of one family explore poster-perfect Matamanoa Island sets a record
| + LAS VEGAS — Las Vegas
ANNE Z. COOKE officials say nearly 4_3 mil-
ﬂﬂd STEVE HAGG ERTY lion passengers passed
Tribune News Service through McCarran Inter-
national Airport in April,
MATAMANOA, Fiji = | up 2.3 per cent compared .
o i £ Ad with the same month a
‘ UL-‘ 3 LII? w}}’r said NE year 4go.
Dillon, joining us at ! : The Clark County
the breakfast table at [ 1‘ Department of Aviation
Ma_t;tmgmm? Island 2 reported this week that
| _ Resort in Fiji, piling ' more than 16.2 million |
hll:s wet ﬁmt ﬂﬂdﬁ".;;lﬂl fmstt}n the arriving and departing s il s
Cn4alr wiere we € sure 1o see -
them. “Did Dad tell you? Blue ﬁ:ﬁiﬁﬁ“&iﬂ“ﬁiﬂe w |
sky, no wind, a perfect day for a 2.5 per cent from tBIr'le shn? e
5hfﬁk di“‘?:i . period last year r’
{e paused, waiting for an i : |
answer. "I know, you guessed it. 49 ;ﬁﬂﬁﬂgé’;iﬂgf?m
Occam's razor, hyh?" he said, calendar 2018, making it
grinning. Y m!*dun t mind being one of the 10 bu et el
alone, do you? . > US
We were glad he cared. But \ ;TS TS
no, we could never be lonely on farst?lf%g:iitsf;g?iﬁtby
Matamanoa Island, in the SR = the airport. It reported
Mamanuca Archipelago, in the TR, T 1.5 million | asseme ‘
central South Pacific. If we Lazy days and fine views at Matamanoa Island Resort are a sure cure for high blood pressure. A:pril abou]i::} the snf}n?a?' 4
needed company, the resorts’ STEVE HAGGERTY, TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE April’mla 8 h i
other guests were on hand, not to .
mention our family, three gener-
ations of us on vacation together.
And there was the island to
explore, a poster-perfect South
Pacific hideaway. A limestone
cone sticking up out of the sea, it
was an encyclopedia of nature,
from birds and fish, to an explo- -
sion of bright flowers and craggy these annual family trips, or DESTINATIONS
shade trees. planning the days. We could
Walking barefoot along the swim, climb to the summit, or Cancun 31
shore, on the powdery soft sand,  read under an umbrella, as the Hond Kan 57
you'd see crabs digging holes, moment dictated. NI RING | Sl
fish in the shallows, and a hoard Our first family trip, more Honolulu 30
of wave-tumbled sea shellsand ~ than a decade ago, was a last- London 26
coral, washed up from deeper minute idea, patched together on Paris 98
water. a whim. But adventuring Madrid - 13
Did we feel left behind, now together proved such a reward- 20 : =
that the kids were growing up? ing way to stay connected that it New York City 25
For a nano-second, maybe. Butin  gradually became a tradition. & ! ROme 25
truth, it was nice to be alone, no At Castaway Island Resort, sunny skies, warm days and coral reefs Sydney 18
longer in charge of organizing > See SPECIAL, page D2 tomorrow — such is a diver's dream.







