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KING SALMON, Alaska — Are you lucky enough to be traveling to Alaska this year? | am. If you are too, we'll be two of an estimated 2.3 million
visitors — cruise passengers, fishermen and independent travelers — heading north to “America’s Last Frontier.” After spending two years
isolating at home, I'm more than ready for another trip to the 50th state. More than twice as large as Texas, Alaska has it all: mountains,

glaciers, rivers, lakes, coastal bays, forests, tundra, even active volcanoes.
Lots of brown bears, too. Big hungry ones, for those of us lucky enough to see them up close.

After all, no arctic adventure should end without a whopper to tell and photos to prove it, posted online for your friends at home. You'll
probably see moose, eagles, caribou, whales, seals and maybe even wolves. But don't count on spotting any brown bears — or grizzlies, as

they're called in the Lower 48.

Brown bears are loners. Bigger, heavier and more aggressive than their southern cousins, they avoid company, preferring distant hills, thick

clumps of bushes and isolated creek beds.

You won't see them wandering through your campsite or crossing the road between rows of gridlocked traffic, like their cousins in Yellowstone

National Park. Not when they can avoid it. | learned that on a bus tour in Denali National Park, on my first trip to Alaska.

| was looking out the window at Denali, its snow-capped peak rising above the horizon, when the tour-bus guide suddenly hit the brakes,
parked on the rim and grabbed his binoculars. “Over there! See the big rock, near the bushes,” he said, jumping up and pointing across the
valley to a distant spot. In an instant, the rest of us passengers were on our feet, too, crowding against the windows and each other, peering,

squinting and guessing until finally someone jabbed a finger at a distant brown smudge that looked more like a haystack.

It wasn't until my second Alaska adventure, and subsequent close-ups with several 1,200-pound giants, that | discovered how easy it is to find
and see bears, even at close range. The secret is obvious. Go where the bears go when they're hungry and you'll find them in all sizes. And

where is that? To the rivers, brooks and creeks where millions of salmon return every year, swimming upstream to spawn.

Though Pacific salmon - Chinook (king), Sockeye (red), Coho (silver), Pink (humpback) and Chum (dog) - spend most of their adult lives in the
ocean, they must spawn (lay and fertilize eggs) in the creek where their parents were spawned, no matter where that is. To accomplish this,
they swim back to the coast, find the right river and swim upstream, doggedly oblivious to logs, rocks, the wrong tributaries, muddy pools,

waterfalls, fishermen, bears, dams and even trout, which swim along behind looking for a tidbit.
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The bears, meanwhile, hungry and impatient after a long winter, have been there for days or weeks, waiting, patrolling the stream banks and
checking the water. At the first sign of the salmon, the bears hustle into the water, search the rocks, duck under in deep pools and snap at
every nearby fish. When they catch one, they climb out onto a bank or gravel bar and holding the body down with a heavy paw, rip the body

apart, devouring the richest parts and leaving the rest for the trout, minnows, insects and birds.

While the fish last, the bears pay no attention to strangers - fishermen, photographers and the curious. But don't think they don't see you. Find

a safe place out of the action, and not too close. There are enough salmon to go around, but the bears don't think so.

With so many fish and relatively few bears, it may seem that the fish who spawn and die are wasted. But with millions of salmon returning to
Bristol Bay each year, there are more than enough. So many, in fact, that millions are caught and sold commercially. The rest, those that hobby

fishermen don't catch, will return to spawn not only the next generation, but to leave a gift behind — their bodies.

As countless bits of bone, meat and skin disintegrate they leave essential nutrients behind, returning them to the stream and he local biome.
Everything benefits, from the trees, bushes, plants and the trout that follow. Also partaking of the bounty are beetles, snails, minnows, rabbits,

mice, voles, birds, eagles and wolves. As long as climate change doesn't ruin the oceans, or the salmon, we'll always have bears.

In the meantime, how does one locate a stream with both bears and salmon? The easiest way is to spend a day fishing, or at least trying to fish.
If your Alaska trip includes a free day in Anchorage, Dillingham, Kenai or Seward on the Kenai Peninsula (towns connected by roads), look online
for a tour company leading one-day guided fishing trips to rivers with fish and bears. The price should include bus transportation, maybe lunch,

snacks and fishing gear. Tell your guide you've a novice and they'll set you up and show you what to do.

If you're a cruise ship passenger on a ship docking in Alaska, ask the Shore Excursion desk if they arrange half-day flights to one of Alaska’s
special bear-viewing sites, often located nearby, in a state or federal park. These fly-outs are expensive, but aerial views of Alaska are a once-in-
a-lifetime experience. Flying low over creeks and forests you can see everything: wolves and moose in the trees below, herds of caribou on the
hills, swans on their nests and white beluga whales cruising in ocean inlets. There's no doubt about it, flight seeing in Alaska is always better

than any theme park.

A better option, if you have the time or can plan in advance, is a three- to five-day stay at a fishing lodge on a salmon river with frequent bear
sightings, meaning the back country, or at the end of a dirt road, or more likely, reachable only by float plane. Be aware: These lodges are on all
rivers, and of many types, from plywood-sided cabins to five-star luxury retreats. All offer the basics, meaning overnight accommodations,

meals, fishing gear, guides and boats. Since most fishermen want to take home their catch, they will quick-freeze it to take the airport.

Serious fishermen, who want to do nothing but fish all day every day, often choose a sports-style lodge with cabins at half the price. Guests
who want the same fishing opportunities but in an authentic wilderness lodge with other guests, social cocktail hours, chef-prepared meals, a
taste of Alaskan country living and floatplanes that fly you to all the nearby salmon rivers choose the full-service lodge at twice the price, or

more. How can you tell? Search the internet, compare the lodges, and call for more information. Remember, you're looking for bears.

The right stuff

WHERE: Many of the best salmon and trout-fishing lodges are in Southeast Alaska, on rivers flowing south into Bristol Bay. To see this area, find

Dillingham and King Salmon on a map, then locate these salmon rivers - the Kvichak, Nushagak, Togiak, Naknek.

SEARCH ONLINE: For one-day guided fishing trips look in Anchorage, Kenai, Dillingham and Seward. Find lodges and best salmon streams at
“ten top salmon streams,” at “salmon streams in Southeast Alaska,” at best fishing lodges Southeast Alaska,” and at “bear viewing in Southeast
Alaska.” Related sites include: crystalcreeklodge.com; alaskatravel.com; anchorage.net; alaska.gov/visitorhome; kenaipeninsula.org;

flyrusts.com; skytrekkingalaska.com; and withinthewild.com.

©The Syndicator 2022 Anne Z. Cooke.

https://demo.cms.oovvuu.com/2022/08/01/preview-php-11925/ 217



8/2/22, 5:37 PM Fishing for bears in Alaska’s wild — Oovvuu

< Fate of Lincoln Park recluse... Venice announces additional...

Search ... Search

Focus on global warming
It has been described as the defining global issue of our species, but where is the world at in its battle with climate change?
Learn more at oovvuu.com ->

Unique solutions for the climate crisis

20 hours ago

Mont Blanc warning as France heatwave causes more frequent rockfalls

1 day ago

Feeling the heat: the cost of Italy's worst drought in decades

g9 4 days ago

US firefighter: 'This abnormal weather is the new normal’

4 days ago

Senate Democrats Announce Deal on Climate, Health Care and Taxes

5 days ago

Manchin doubles back to support climate and energy package

5 days ago

Powered by (5 0ovvuu

Focus on global warming
It has been described as the defining global issue of our species, but where is the world at in its battle with climate change?

Learn more at oovvuu.com -

Unique solutions for the climate crisis Mont Blanc warning as France heatwave causes more frequent rockfalls

https://demo.cms.oovvuu.com/2022/08/01/preview-php-11925/ 3/7


https://demo.cms.oovvuu.com/2022/08/01/ct-henry-darger-artist-estate-federal-copyright-lawsuit-20220731-mfhokcqu6jeunkdpgz33vx3v3m-story-html/
https://demo.cms.oovvuu.com/2022/08/01/venice-announces-additional-details-of-tourist-entry-fee-html/
http://www.oovvuu.com/
http://www.oovvuu.com/

8/2/22, 5:37 PM Fishing for bears in Alaska’s wild — Oovvuu

20 h 1
M 0 hours ago day ago

Feeling the heat: the cost of Italy's worst drought in decades US firefighter: 'This abnormal weather is the new normal’
4 days ago @D 4 daysago

Senate Democrats Announce Deal on Climate, Health Care and Taxes Manchin doubles back to support climate and energy package

n 5 days ago S8 5 days ago

Powered by t‘l oovvuu

LATEST VIDEOS

LATEST HEADLINES

Veterans toxic exposure bill clears Senate after tortuous path

What people and what companies say about employment mean different things
Royals fans have mixed reaction to news of Whit Merrifield being traded

As trade deadline passes, Padres pour it on in win over Rockies

Family of 5 found dead at Orlando home in apparent murder-suicide, police say
US warns of possible retaliation after killing of al-Qaida chief

Broncos lose receiver Tim Patrick for the season with ACL injury

Trump urges judge to throw out Cohen lawsuit, citing ‘absolute immunity’
Steelers and Diontae Johnson remain miles apart in contract talks

Mets wrap up trade deadline by adding reliever Mychal Givens from Cubs
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Do the Eagles finally have quality talent at linebacker? Brandon Graham thinks so.

Senate reconciliation keeps farms, forests in climate formula

Tiger Woods turned down $700M-$800M from Saudi golf league, Greg Norman says

Elon Musk’s dad reveals why he's not proud of his son

Led by Devin Leary and Sam Hartman, ACC's Atlantic Division is deep at quarterback

Angels trade Noah Syndergaard, Brandon Marsh and Raisel Iglesias

lllinois Gov. Pritzker launches ad criticizing GOP rival for saying Holocaust ‘doesn’'t compare’ to lives lost to abortion
Battle erupts over claim Manchin bill raises middle-class taxes

LAPD confronted federal officials after agents escalated tensions at LA abortion protest

Sylvester Stallone calls for ownership of ‘Rocky’ in series of heated social media posts. Here's what's going on with the Italian Stallion
Stephen King testifies against $2 billion Penguin merger

Los Angeles County moves to declare local emergency over monkeypox

Biden touts chip funding at virtual appearance at Michigan semiconductor manufacturer

Jay Leno says he didn't ‘sabotage’ 10 p.m. show to get ‘Tonight Show' back from Conan

Broward: Administradores del distrito escolar gastan $100,000 en conferencia en el Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort en Naples
Man rides Bay Area train for 7 hours. He ends up dead at the end of the line

COVID-19 surge continues slow decline in California

Factory-built homes could help solve housing crisis

Un abogado de Connecticut redujo 522 afios de sentencias de prisién. Y no ha terminado

LA cracks down on homeless encampments near schools, over the jeers of protesters

Judge grants defense until next year to file motions in racketeering case against former lllinois Speaker Michael Madigan
Mets trade J.D. Davis, prospects to Giants for Darin Ruf

Rubio urges FBI to investigate Cuba’s ties to US-based anti-embargo group Bridges of Love

If Beyoncé is tweaking lyrics, Monica Lewinsky would like a word about ‘Partition’

Mark Story: ‘I've got to start playing.' Beau Allen’s transfer driven by urgency, father says.

Calculan que el gasto de regreso a clases llegue a un nivel récord conforme se dispara la inflacion. ‘Se nos viene encima’
Dave Hyde: Steve Ross keeps failing Ownership 101 with Dolphins, as NFL investigation confirms

Chicago Cubs trade reliever David Robertson to the Philadelphia Phillies ahead of the deadline

Ask Anna: How much does age difference matter? Plus, how to deal with wedding strife

Chicago Cubs trade reliever David Robertson to the Philadelphia Phillies ahead of the deadline

Economist explains when we'll know the recession is here and how long it will last

California drought: Water conservation increasing statewide, San Francisco Bay Area saving more than Southern California
Jeff Gordon: Unmatched Padres desperation lands Juan Soto in San Diego

Economist explains when we'll know the recession is here and how long it will last

Biden administration sues to block Idaho abortion ban, says it violates federal law
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Florida state senator proposes special tax on out-of-state homebuyers and real estate investors
Long push for Camp Lejeune toxic water lawsuits now hinges on Senate

NASCAR's Brad Keselowski: Tracks ‘fighting for their lives’ amid Cup series innovation

Bucs' Leonard Fournette addresses weight for 1st time since reporting to camp

‘We will always live in excruciating pain”: Parkland victims’ families tell jury about how mass shooting ripped apart their lives
Dumping debt could make you ‘credit invisible.” Why that's a problem and how to fix it

Braves trade Will Smith to Astros for right-hander Jake Odorizzi

‘Astroworld’ rapper Travis Scott to hit Vegas for nightclub residency

Bill Shaikin: San Diego gets another bolt of excitement with Padres' addition of Juan Soto

Texas father killed 2 teen daughters because he couldn’t control them, prosecutor says

Dev Patel's reps say there are 'no heroes'’ in stabbing incident the actor helped stop

Inflation is hitting ACA health insurance plans in Pennsylvania

Andy Cohen warns against stigmatizing gay men amid monkeypox outbreak

News Analysis: Fumble from the handoff: Takeaways from Deshaun Watson suspension

Inflation is hitting ACA health insurance plans in Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania's Supreme Court upholds the state’s mail voting law

Biden administration sues to block Idaho abortion ban, says it violates federal law

Health officials seek monkeypox vaccines, urge health emergency declaration

How Ursula and ‘The Little Mermaid’ changed Disney history — in more ways than one

Naomi Judd reportedly left daughters Wynonna and Ashley out of her final will

Marlins’ Anthony Bass, Zach Pop headline trade with Blue Jays for shortstop prospect

Red Sox trade for Padres first baseman Eric Hosmer, per reports

Al-Qaida leader’s death raises concerns over Taliban links, Afghanistan’s future

Dodgers agree to trade with Yankees for slugger Joey Gallo

Twins get All-Star closer Jorge Lopez from Orioles for four minor-leaguers

Marilyn Monroe's estate defends Ana de Armas’ accent in ‘Blonde’ amid criticism

NFL slams Dolphins with $1.5 million fine and suspension for Ross, loss of draft picks for tampering, but says team didn't try to lose
Padres get Juan Soto, Josh Bell in multiplayer trade with Nationals

President Biden and Vice President Harris back Karen Bass in LA mayoral race

Poll: Two-Thirds of Americans disapprove of overturning Roe, but abortion isn't a top voting issue
Ne-Yo asks for privacy after ‘heartbroken’ wife Crystal Renay accuses him of cheating

‘SNL’ vet Kenan Thompson will receive Hollywood Walk of Fame star on Aug. 11

‘Prey’ star Amber Midthunder says the new ‘Predator’ prequel is groundbreaking for Indigenous representation

The US mental health hotline network is expanding, but rural areas still face care shortages
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Brooklyn McDonald's worker shot in face by customer’s son as spat over cold fries escalates

Commission reviewing military symbols for Confederate ties recommends 29th Infantry Division be allowed to keep blue-and-gray patch
These Beverly Hills condos chase record prices with private pools, butlers and a five-star restaurant

Struggling to pay rising prices of produce? This group says immigration reform will help

Commission reviewing military symbols for Confederate ties recommends 29th Infantry Division be allowed to keep blue-and-gray patch
Volatility grips markets around the world as haven bid wanes

Potential 2024 GOP presidential hopeful back to headline annual SC Republican gathering

Struggling to pay rising prices of produce? This group says immigration reform will help

Diane Warren questioned why Beyoncé has 24 writers on one song. She found out real fast

Review: Rebecca Hall's thrilling performance breathes life into the creepy ‘Resurrection’

‘Bullet Train’ review: Murder on the disorient express stars Brad Pitt in a pack of assassins on a train out of Tokyo

Commentary: Lt. Uhura of ‘Star Trek’ took Black actresses where none had gone before

Snickers candy bar now available as a seasoning

‘Securities’ label in SEC insider case may have broad crypto impact

GOP Main Street group unveils agenda for candidates

NSF director: Funding boost can steer research money to more states

‘Our new weather challenge.’ Hot temperatures follow historic floods in Eastern Kentucky

Movie review: ‘Bodies Bodies Bodies' an impressive, cutting look at modern existence

Pelosi arrives in Taiwan, increasing tensions between the US and China

Mo Ostin, executive who transformed Warner Bros. into revered record label, dies at 95

Search is on for more victims of monster McKinney fire as tide turns for firefighters
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