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Aficionados of the Miniature Art Maintain Their Creations Are Not Just for Kids

It'sa Small World

By ANNE Z. COOKE

special group of people who daydream about

falling down a rabbit hole, finding a bottle at

the bottom labeled “Drink Me"” and escaping
through a tiny door into a miniature garden are
gathering today to revel in a mutual fantasy.

Their hobby and sometime obsession: the mini-
world of doll-house furniture and furnishings. The
occasion: the Third Annual Miniature Fantasy Show
and Sale from 9:30 am. to 4 p.m. today at the
Veterans Memorial Auditorium in Culver City.

Lest anyone think that miniatures are mere
children’s toys, a peek at the diminutive wares
displayed by the show’s 50 exhibitors and 55
dealer/craftsmen will set the doubter straight.

Large Prices for Small Pieces

The teeny wicker sofas, hand-bound books smaller
than a postage stamp and petite carved and painted
cats are works of art not intended for the sticky touch
of small hands.

Nor are prices diminutive. It’s possible to spend
$1,000 on a silver tea set or a piece of handmade
hardwood furniture crafted to 1/12th or 1/24th scale,
the two industry standards, and as much as $100,000
on a completely decorated room.

At today’s show, however, novices at the pint-size
altar of “small” who are trying to furnish a first doll
house will feel right at home. Most dealers offer some
simple items at pipsqueak prices: They start as low as
$3.

Those who are tempted by the show’s Lilliputian

R

items and think they’d like to follow the same route
to addiction that hooked many of the miniature
industry’s expert craftsmen can try making their
own teeny-weeny lamp shades or hassocks.

They can start their first project at one of 11
“Make-It-and-Take-It” tables set up on the audito-
rium stage. Three dollars to $7 buys everything you
need to get started: materials, assistance from
craftsmen attending the show and written instrue-
tions for your second effort at home.

12,000 Members Nationwide

“Our show is really unique,” said Sheila Benjamm,
president of Miniatures West, the sponsoring club
and an official branch of the National Assn. of
Miniature Enthusiasts, which boasts 12,000 members
nationwide.

“First,” she explained, “ours is the only show in
Los Angeles. It's not in Orange County, which has
always been the hub of miniature collecting in
Southern California. Second, in just a couple of years
our club has earned a reputation for putting on a
really fine, organized show.”

One special feature is the exhibition in the Rotunda
Room, which is open to the public at no charge.

“Last year, we had all kinds of people dropping by
just to look,” she said. “Of course, we're delighted
when they decide to buy a ticket and see the rest.”
Tickets to the main show are $4. Munchkins under 12
with an adult get in free.

The exhibits in the Rotunda, about half of them
created by the club members, display various
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is curator and director of Ange!s Attic, a museum devoted to exhibiting miniatures such as Chateau Prmcess Petite, above.
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